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Colossians 3:1-4 is a bridge that connects the doctrinal and practical 
sections of this letter. In chapters 1-2, Paul proclaims and defends the 
supremacy of Jesus Christ over creation, salvation, and the church. In 
chapters 3-4, he emphasizes the supremacy of Christ over the personal 
OLIH�RI�HYHU\�&KULVWLDQ��7KH�¿UVW�KDOI�RI�WKLV�OHWWHU�UHYHDOV�D�FRVPLF�&KULVW�
who is the sovereign head of everything in creation. Then we meet a more 
personal Christ who seeks to exercise his lordship over the daily affairs 
of our lives – like our sexual purity, family relationships, and work ethics. 
This opening paragraph of Colossians 3 connects these two sections.

�� ,W�LV�D�FDOO�WR�VDQFWL¿FDWLRQ�
�� ,W�LV�D�FDOO�WR�OLYH�RXW�WKH�UHDOW\�RI�RXU�VDOYDWLRQ�
�� ,W�LV�D�FDOO�WR�EHFRPH�ZKDW�ZH�DOUHDG\�LQ�&KULVW�

One day, Napoleon’s prized steed ran away. An alert private immediately 
jumped on a horse and chased after the great military leader’s steed.  
When the private returned the horse, Napoleon smiled at the private and 
said, “Thank you, captain.” The overjoyed private immediately took his 
old uniform to the quartermaster and exchanged it for a captain’s uniform. 
+H�WKHQ�UDQ�WR�WKH�EDUUDFNV��SDFNHG�KLV�EDJV��DQG�PRYHG�LQWR�WKH�RI¿FHU¶V�
quarters. In an instant, the commander-in-chief changed his status from 
D�ORZO\�SULYDWH�WR�D�FRPPLVVLRQHG�RI¿FHU��+H�VLPSO\�EHOLHYHG�ZKDW�WKH�
general had said and acted accordingly.

Likewise, Jesus Christ has forever changed our status before God through 
his bloody cross and empty tomb. In light of our new position, we can 
change our ways by the sovereign power of the risen Christ. That is the 
message of the text. Jesus Christ changes the lives of those who live with 
heavenly priorities. Colossians 3:1-4 lay down the requirements and rea-
sons for living with heavenly priorities.

I. THE REQUIREMENTS FOR LIVING WITH HEAVENLY 
 PRIORITIES

 Colossians 3:1-2 gives two requirements for living with spiritual 
priorities.

A. SEEK THOSE THINGS THAT ARE ABOVE. 

Heaven is one of the neglected doctrines in the church 
today. And this sad indictment is a telling indicator of our 
spiritual health. 
  

Verse 1 says, “If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the 
things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of 
God.” This verse commands believers to live in constant pursuit of 
heavenly things. Implicitly, it condemns the pursuit of the things of 
this world. This does not mean we should detach ourselves from the 
affairs of life. You are accountable for the time, gifts, relationships, 
¿QDQFHV��DQG�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�*RG�HQWUXVWV�WR�\RX��%XW�WKHVH�SHUVRQDO�
responsibilities must not become ultimate priorities. C.S. Lewis said 
it well: “Aim at heaven and you will get earth thrown in; aim at earth 
and you will get neither.” This is why we should not worry about 
physical, material, and temporal things. Matthew 6:33 says, “But 
VHHN�¿UVW�WKH�NLQJGRP�RI�*RG�DQG�KLV�ULJKWHRXVQHVV��DQG�DOO�WKHVH�
WKLQJV�ZLOO�EH�DGGHG�WR�\RX�´ When things become more important 
than God, you only rob yourself. The daily experience of the abun-
dant life only happens when you live with heavenly priorities. So 
God’s word commands us to seek those things that are above.
Note the foundation and focus of this command.  

THE FOUNDATION OF THE CHRISTIAN’S HEAVENLY PUR-
SUITS. Verse 1 says, “If then you have been raised with Christ.”  
The New Testament speaks of the believer’s resurrection in two 
tenses. In most instances, it is the future tense that points to our 
JORUL¿FDWLRQ�ZKHQ�&KULVW�UHWXUQV��%XW�KHUH�WKH�EHOLHYHU¶V�UHVXUUHFWLRQ�
is mentioned in the past tense: “you have been raised with Christ.” 
This statement emphasizes how vital the resurrection of Jesus is to 
the Christian faith. 1 Corinthians 15:14 says, “And if Christ has not 
been raised, then our preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain.” 
Christianity stands or falls on the historical fact and theological sig-
QL¿FDQFH�RI�&KULVW¶V�UHVXUUHFWLRQ��7KH�UHVXUUHFWLRQ�RI�-HVXV�IURP�WKH�
dead is the most amazing event in history. But just as amazing is that 
every person who trusts in Christ shares the reality, power, and glory 
of his resurrection. You have been raised with Christ.

When Paul says, “If then you have been raised…” he is not ques-
tioning the validity of the Colossian’s salvation. Grammatically, the 
FRQGLWLRQ�LV�¿UVW�FODVV��ZKLFK�DVVXPHV�WKH�VWDWHPHQW�LV�WUXH��,Q�IDFW��LW�
is the basis of Paul’s argument in this paragraph. It could read, “Since 
you have been raised with Christ.”  
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Genuine spirituality is rooted in the believer’s intimate 
union with the risen Christ. If you have not repented of your 
sins and trusted in the Lord Jesus Christ, you are dead in 
trespasses and sins. You are separated from God. You are 
unable to respond to God’s will, which dooms you to the 
HWHUQDO�¿UH�SUHSDUHG�IRU�WKH�GHYLO�DQG�KLV�DQJHOV��%XW�ZKHQ�
you declared righteous by faith alone, you are raised with 
Christ. Your co-resurrection with Christ enables you to live 
with attitudes, attention, and affections that are shaped by 
the eternal perspective of heaven’s priorities.  

 BECAUSE HE LIVES, I CAN FACE TOMORROW;
 BECAUSE HE LIVES, ALL FEAR IS GONE
 BECAUSE I KNOW WHO HOLDS THE FUTURE
 LIFE IS WORTH THE LIVING, BECAUSE HE LIVES

THE FOCUS OF THE CHRISTIAN’S HEAVENLY PUR-
SUITS. What are the things above that we are to seek? What 
is it about heaven that makes it attractive to you? Christians 
look forward to heaven as a place of reward for our faithful-
ness to God, reunion with our believing loved-ones, and rest 
from the troubles of this world. All of these things will be 
a part of heaven’s joys. But you have misunderstood what 
heaven is all about if your view of it goes no further than 
those things. The focus of the believer’s heavenly pursuits 
is Jesus Christ himself.  Verse 1 says: “If then you have 
been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, 
where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.” Christ is 
heaven’s focus. 
  
CHRIST IS THE SUPREME FOCUS OF HEAVEN. Paul 
says that heaven is where Christ is. Your passion for heaven 
ought not to be merely about the fact that you got a momma 
or daddy there. Ultimately, you ought to be passionate about 
the fact that you have a Savior there. In fact, if your loved-
one was saved, you dishonor Christ if you spend too much 
time mourning their death.  Psalm 16:11 says, ³<RX�PDNH�
NQRZQ�WR�PH�WKH�SDWK�RI�OLIH��LQ�\RXU�SUHVHQFH�WKHUH�LV�IXOO-
QHVV�RI�MR\��DW�\RXU�ULJKW�KDQG�DUH�SOHDVXUHV�IRUHYHUPRUH�´ 
If you deceased loved-one was in the Lord, they’re presently 

experiencing joy that you can’t imagine. So don’t mourn too much 
for them.  Instead, make sure you’re on your way to the place where 
Christ is.  Some people wonder if heaven will be a boring place. The 
answer is that heaven will only be a boring place for those who deem 
Christ to be a boring person. But if you know, trust, love, worship, 
and serve Christ, heaven can’t wait.

 WHEN WE ALL GET TO HEAVEN, 
  WHAT A DAY OF REJOICING THAT WILL BE!
 WHEN WE ALL SEE JESUS, 
  WE’LL SHOUT THE VICTORY!

CHRIST IS THE SOVEREIGN FOCUS OF HEAVEN. Verse 1 
says heaven is “where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.” 
This statement pictures Christ in two sovereign positions. First, he’s 
seated. Hebrews 10:11-14 teaches the superior priesthood of Christ. 
In the Old Testament economy, the high priest would make sacri-
¿FH�IRU�WKH�SHRSOH�\HDU�DIWHU�\HDU��$QG�KH�FRXOG�QHYHU�UHVW�IURP�WKLV�
ongoing task. But after Christ offered himself once as an atoning 
VDFUL¿FH�IRU�RXU�VLQV��KH�VDW�GRZQ��$QG�KH�LV�VHDWHG�ULJKW�QRZ�DV�RXU�
DOO�VXI¿FLHQW�3URSKHW��3ULHVW��DQG�.LQJ��%XW�QRWLFH�ZKHUH�KH�LV�VHDWHG��
at the right hand of God. The right hand is the place of honor, power, 
and majesty. The right hand of God is the place of sovereign author-
ity. In Psalm 110:1, David says, ³7KH�/RUG�VDLG�WR�P\�/RUG��µVLW�DW�
P\�ULJKW�KDQG��XQWLO�,�PDNH�\RXU�HQHPLHV�\RXU�IRRWVWRRO�´�Heaven is 
not just the place where Christ resides; it is where Christ reigns. So 
to seek those things that are above means to live in submission to the 
Lordship of Jesus Christ in every area of your life. Christ reigns in 
heaven. And if you seek those things that are above, he will reign in 
your life and bring to pass all of his good pleasure for your life.

B. SET YOUR MINDS ON THINGS ABOVE. 

The Lord commands us to guide our thoughts away from some things 
and to certain things. Verse 2 says, ³6HW�\RXU�PLQGV�RQ�WKLQJV�WKDW�
are above, not on things that are on earth.” This refutes the common 
misconception that one’s thought life cannot be controlled. You can 
set your mind. In fact, you do set your mind on certain things. You 
VHW�\RXU�PLQG�RQ�UDLVLQJ�\RXU�IDPLO\��¿QGLQJ�\RXU�PDWH��EXLOGLQJ�
your career, completing your education, learning your craft, reaching 
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your goals, and having your fun. So the issue is not whether 
you set your mind. The question is on what you choose to 
set your mind. Do you set your mind of the temporal things 
of this world? Or do you wisely set your mind on the eternal 
things of heaven?

Your choice is vital to your spiritual development because 
of the organic connection between the command to seek the 
things that are above and the command to set your mind on 
things above.  Romans 12:1 says, ³,�DSSHDO�WR�\RX�WKHUHIRUH��
EURWKHUV��E\�WKH�PHUFLHV�RI�*RG��WR�SUHVHQW�\RXU�ERGLHV�DV�D�
OLYLQJ�VDFUL¿FH��KRO\�DQG�DFFHSWDEOH�WR�*RG��ZKLFK�LV�\RXU�
VSLULWXDO�ZRUVKLS�´�But this call to the consecrated lifestyle 
depends on the development of a consecrated mindset.  So 
Romans 12:2 says,�³'R�QRW�EH�FRQIRUPHG�WR�WKLV�ZRUOG��EXW�
EH�WUDQVIRUPHG�E\�WKH�UHQHZLQJ�RI�\RX�PLQG��WKDW�E\�WHVWLQJ�
\RX�PD\�GLVFHUQ�ZKDW�LV�WKH�ZLOO�RI�*RG��ZKDW�LV�JRRG�DQG�
DFFHSWDEOH�DQG�SHUIHFW�´�Mark it down: You can’t have a 
godly life and a worldly mind at the same time. You must set 
your mind on things above in order to seek those things that 
are above. This does not mean that you must stop thinking 
about daily affairs of life. It means that your thinking ought 
to be shaped by heaven’s priorities, not the world’s agenda.

The Chicago evangelist, D.L. Moody, used to complain that 
too many Christians were so heavenly-minded they were 
no earthly good. The direct opposite is now true. Many 
Christians are so earthly-minded that we are no heavenly 
good. Is that you? Are you so busy thinking about your 
IDPLO\��FDUHHU��HGXFDWLRQ��¿QDQFHV��DQG�JRDOV�WKDW�WKH�WKLQJV�
of God have been squeezed out of your thinking? If so, you 
are robbing yourself of the peace of mind that only God can 
give.  Philippians 4-9 says, ³)LQDOO\��EURWKHUV��ZKDWHYHU�LV�
WUXH��ZKDWHYHU�LV�KRQRUDEOH��ZKDWHYHU�LV�MXVW��ZKDWHYHU�LV�
SXUH��ZKDWHYHU�LV�ORYHO\��ZKDWHYHU�LV�FRPPHQGDEOH��LI�WKHUH�
is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.  What 
\RX�KDYH�OHDUQHG�DQG�UHFHLYHG�DQG�KHDUG�DQG�VHHQ�LQ�PH�
±�SUDFWLFH�WKHVH�WKLQJV��DQG�WKH�*RG�RI�SHDFH�ZLOO�EH�ZLWK�
you.”  This is why you must not allow life to crowd God 
out. You’re going to need God to be with you.  And the only 
ZD\�\RX�FDQ�OLYH�ZLWK�FRQ¿GHQFH�WKDW�*RG¶V�SHDFH�LV�ZLWK�

you is if you meditate on and practice the things that are pleasing to 
him.

Well, how do you set your mind on things above?  Isaiah 55:8-9 
says: ³)RU�P\�WKRXJKWV�DUH�QRW�\RXU�WKRXJKWV��QHLWKHU�DUH�\RXU�ZD\V�
P\�ZD\V��GHFODUHV�WKH�/RUG���)RU�DV�WKH�KHDYHQV�DUH�KLJKHU�WKDQ�WKH�
HDUWK��VR�DUH�P\�ZD\V�KLJKHU�WKDQ�\RXU�ZD\V�DQG�P\�WKRXJKWV�WKDQ�
your thoughts.” *RG¶V�WKRXJKWV�DQG�ZD\V�DUH�LQ¿QLWH�WUDQVFHQGHQW��
But we must strive to bridge the gap. Isaiah 55:10-11 tells us how:  
³)RU�DV�WKH�UDLQ�DQG�WKH�VQRZ�FRPH�GRZQ�IURP�KHDYHQ�DQG�GR�QRW�
UHWXUQ�WKHUH�EXW�ZDWHU�WKH�HDUWK��PDNLQJ�LW�EULQJ�IRUWK�DQG�VSURXW��
JLYLQJ�VHHG�WR�WKH�VRZHU�DQG�EUHDG�WR�WKH�HDWHU��VR�VKDOO�P\�ZRUG�EH�
WKDW�JRHV�RXW�IURP�P\�PRXWK��LW�VKDOO�QRW�UHWXUQ�WR�PH�HPSW\��EXW�LW�
VKDOO�DFFRPSOLVK�WKDW�ZKLFK�,�SXUSRVH�DQG�VKDOO�VXFFHHG�LQ�WKH�WKLQJ�
for which I sent it.” Set your mind on the things above by reading, 
hearing, studying, memorizing, and meditation on the Word of God.  
Isaiah 40:8 says: ³7KH�JUDVV�ZLWKHUV��WKH�ÀRZHU�IDGHV��EXW�WKH�ZRUG�
RI�RXU�*RG�ZLOO�VWDQG�IRUHYHU�´

II. THE REASONS FOR LIVING WITH HEAVENLY PRIORITIES. 

 Colossians 3:3-4 gives three reasons for living with heavenly priorities.

A. THE DEATH OF YOUR PAST LIFE

Verse 3a says, “You have died.”  Before Christ saves you, you are 
spiritually dead. Ephesians 2:1 says, “And you were dead in the tres-
SDVVHV�DQG�VLQV�LQ�ZKLFK�\RX�RQFH�ZDONHG�´�But when you receive 
Christ, your spiritual condition is miraculously transformed. You 
were dead in sin. You become dead to sin. That is what Paul means 
when he says, “You have died.”  Romans 6:1 records a rhetorical 
question about Christian living: ³:KDW�VKDOO�ZH�VD\�WKHQ"�$UH�ZH�WR�
FRQWLQXH�LQ�VLQ�WKDW�JUDFH�PD\�DERXQG"´  In Romans 6:2 answers: 
³%\�QR�PHDQV��+RZ�FDQ�ZH�ZKR�GLHG�WR�VLQ�VWLOO�OLYH�LQ�LW"´ Later, 
Romans 6:11 concludes: ³6R�\RX�DOVR�PXVW�FRQVLGHU�\RXUVHOYHV�GHDG�
WR�VLQ�DQG�DOLYH�WR�*RG�LQ�&KULVW�-HVXV�´��It is said that when some-
one would come to the home to visit MARTIN LUTHER, the great 
Reformer answered the door by declaring, “Martin Luther is dead!  
Jesus Christ lives here now.” That is the testimony of every person 
who has received Christ as Savior and Lord. You have died. Think 
about the life-changing implication of this spiritual reality.
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�� 7DNH�D�ZRPDQ�ZKR�LV�DGGLFWHG�WR�GUXJV��DQG�OHW�KHU�� �
 die.  You can all offer her all kinds of drugs.  But she   
 won’t respond, because she’s dead.
�� 7DNH�D�PDQ�ZKR�LV�HQVODYHG�WR�VH[XDO�VLQ��DQG�OHW�KLP��
 die.  You can offer him all kinds of illicit sex.  But he   
 won’t respond, because he’s dead.

In a real sense, if you have been born again, you have died 
to sin.  Christ has canceled your past, changed your posi-
tion, and conquered your problems.  Therefore, you can and 
should live as though you were dead to sin and alive to God 
in Christ Jesus.  Galatians 6:14 gives a practical way to do 
that. Paul says, ³%XW�IDU�EH�LW�IRU�PH�WR�ERDVW�H[FHSW�LQ�WKH�
FURVV�RI�RXU�/RUG�-HVXV�&KULVW��E\�ZKLFK�WKH�ZRUOG�KDV�EHHQ�
FUXFL¿HG�WR�PH��DQG�,�WR�WKH�ZRUOG�´�Boast in the cross. Brag 
about what Jesus did for you when he shed his blood on the 
FURVV��'R�QRW�SXW�\RXU�FRQ¿GHQFH�LQ�DQ\WKLQJ�EXW�WKH�FURVV��
Jeremiah 9:23 says, ³7KXV�VD\V�WKH�/RUG��µ/HW�QRW�WKH�ZLVH�
PDQ�ERDVW�LQ�KLV�ZLVGRP��OHW�QRW�WKH�PLJKW�PDQ�ERDVW�LQ�KLV�
PLJKW��OHW�QRW�WKH�ULFK�PDQ�ERDVW�LQ�KLV�ULFKHV�´�Boast only 
in the cross of Jesus Christ by which you died to sin.

B. THE SECURITY OF YOUR NEW POSITION

Verse 3 says, ³)RU�\RX�KDYH�GLHG��DQG�\RXU�OLIH�LV�KLGGHQ�
with Christ in God.” 7KLV�DI¿UPDWLRQ�RI�WKH�EHOLHYHU¶V�KLG-
den life does not mean you should be a secret-agent disciple. 
,W�GRHV�QRW�PHDQ�\RX�VKRXOG�ZHDU�VSLULWXDO�FDPRXÀDJH�WR�
hide your Christianity. You should not blend in with the 
wicked ways of this sinful world. Your righteous life should 
shine forth to God’s glory. Matthew 5:16 says, ³,Q�WKH�VDPH�
ZD\��OHW�\RXU�OLJKW�VR�VKLQH�EHIRUH�RWKHUV��VR�WKDW�WKH\�PD\�
VHH�\RXU�JRRG�ZRUNV�DQG�JLYH�JORU\�WR�\RXU�)DWKHU�ZKR�LV�LQ�
heaven.” So what does it mean that your life is hidden with 
Christ in God? 
THE MYSTERY OF YOUR SALVATION. The fact that 
your life is hidden with Christ in God means that the un-
saved people will never truly understand your devotion to 
Christ. They won’t understand why you pursue holiness, 
walk by faith, love without conditions, give generously, 

and reject the world’s values. They won’t understand why you’re in 
church today. The Christian life is an enigma to the unsaved world.  
You can give personal testimonies. You can quote helpful scripture. 
And you can make logical arguments. But your salvation will still be 
a mystery.  1 Corinthians 2:14 says, ³7KH�QDWXUDO�SHUVRQ�GRHV�QRW�DF-
FHSW�WKH�WKLQJV�RI�WKH�6SLULW�RI�*RG��IRU�WKH\�DUH�IROO\�WR�KLP��DQG�KH�LV�
QRW�DEOH�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�WKHP�EHFDXVH�WKH\�DUH�VSLULWXDOO\�GLVFHUQHG�´
  
THE SECURITY OF YOUR SALVATION. To say that our life is 
hidden is to say that our salvation is safe. Our salvation is eternally 
secure because our life is hidden with Christ in God. In order to lose 
your salvation, some human force or demonic burglar would have to 
be able to snatch you away from Christ and out of God. And that’s 
not possible. When the emperor threatened to take Chrysostom’s life 
if he did not recant and renounce his faith in Christ, CHRYSOSTOM 
FRQ¿GHQWO\�UHSOLHG��³<RX�FDQQRW��\RXU�PDMHVW\��IRU�P\�OLIH�LV�KLG�ZLWK�
Christ in God.”  John 10:28-30 says, ³,�JLYH�WKHP�HWHUQDO�OLIH��DQG�
WKH\�ZLOO�QHYHU�SHULVK��DQG�QR�RQH�ZLOO�VQDWFK�WKHP�RXW�RI�P\�KDQG���
0\�)DWKHU��ZKR�KDV�JLYHQ�WKHP�WR�PH��LV�JUHDWHU�WKDQ�DOO��DQG�QR�RQH�
LV�DEOH�WR�VQDWFK�WKHP�RXW�RI�WKH�)DWKHU¶V�KDQG���,�DQG�WKH�)DWKHU�DUH�
one.”  You may ask, “Can I lose my salvation?”  The answer is it all 
depends on who saved you.  If your hope of eternal life is based on 
your self-righteousness, good works, and sincere motives, you only 
have the security of a 1st class passenger on a sinking ship with no 
life boats.  But if your hope of heaven is resting in the fact that Christ 
GLHG�IRU�\RXU�VLQV�DQG�LV�WKH�/RUG�RI�\RXU�OLIH��\RX�FDQ�FRQ¿GHQWO\�
sing:

BLESSED ASSURANCE, JESUS IS MINE;
O WHAT A FORESTASTE OF GLORY DIVINE
HEIR OF SALVATION PURCHASED BY GOD;
BORN OF HIS SPIRIT, WASHED IN HIS BLOOD

C. THE HOPE OF YOUR FUTURE GLORY

Verse 4 says, ³:KHQ�&KULVW�ZKR�LV�\RXU�OLIH�DSSHDUV��WKHQ�\RX�DOVR 
ZLOO�DSSHDU�ZLWK�KLP�LQ�JORU\�´��7KLV�YHUVH�PDNHV�WKUHH�DI¿UPDWLRQV�
about the believer’s hope of future glory.  
  
CHRIST IS YOUR LIFE. If Christ has no place in your life, you are 
lost in your sins and on your way to hell. Likewise, if Christ only 
has a place in your life, you too may be lost and on your way to hell. 
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For those who have been born again, Christ is not just an 
important part of their lives. He is life itself. Galatians 2:20 
declares: ³,�KDYH�EHHQ�FUXFL¿HG�ZLWK�&KULVW���,W�LV�QR�ORQJHU�,�
ZKR�OLYH��EXW�&KULVW�ZKR�OLYHV�LQ�PH���$QG�WKH�OLIH�,�QRZ�OLYH�
LQ�WKH�ÀHVK�,�OLYH�E\�IDLWK�LQ�WKH�6RQ�RI�*RG��ZKR�ORYHG�PH�
DQG�JDYH�KLPVHOI�IRU�PH�´��,Q�3KLOLSSLDQV�������3DXO�WHVWL¿HV���
³)RU�WR�PH�WR�OLYH�LV�&KULVW��DQG�WR�GLH�LV�JDLQ�´ And 1 John 
5:12 says,�³:KRHYHU�KDV�WKH�6RQ�KDV�OLIH��ZKRHYHU�GRHV�QRW�
KDYH�WKH�6RQ�RI�*RG�GRHV�QRW�KDYH�OLIH�´
  
Let me ask you a question. What is your life? What are you 
living for? What is it that you can’t live without? Examine 
yourself today and determine what life for you is? Here is a 
helpful standard to use in your self-examination: You should 
only live for that which matters at dying time. Let me help 
\RX�¿OO�LQ�VRPH�RI�WKH�EODQNV�

�� <RXU�FDVK��FORWKHV��DQG�FDUV�ZRQ¶W�KHOS�\RX�DW�G\LQJ�� �
 time.
�� <RXU�IDPLO\�DQG�IULHQGV�FDQ¶W�KHOS�\RX�DW�G\LQJ�WLPH�
�� <RXU�JRRG�ORRNV��SHUVRQDO�DFFRPSOLVKPHQWV��PDWHULDO��
 possessions, advanced degrees, social standing, political  
� DI¿OLDWLRQ��DQG�JRRG�FUHGLW�ZRQ¶W�PDWWHU�DW�G\LQJ�WLPH�

The only thing that will matter is whether Jesus Christ is 
your life.  So practice that old hymn until it becomes your 
personal testimony:

JESUS IS ALL THE WORLD TO ME, MY LIFE, MY JOY, MY ALL
HE IS MY STRENGTH FROM DAY TO DAY, WITHOUT HIM I 
WOULD FALL
WHEN I AM SAD, TO HIM I GO, NO OTHER ONE CAN CHEER ME 
SO; WHEN I AM SAD, HE MAKES ME GLAD, HE’S MY FRIEND

THE SECOND COMING OF JESUS CHRIST. Paul says, 
³:KHQ�&KULVW�ZKR�LV�\RXU�OLIH�DSSHDUV«´�Note that Paul 
does not say, “If he appears.” Christ is coming again. We 
do not know the time of his coming. Matthew 25:36 says, 
“But concerning, that day and hour no one knows, not even 
WKH�DQJHOV�RI�KHDYHQ��QRU�WKH�6RQ��EXW�WKH�)DWKHU�RQO\�´� We 

don’t know when the lord Jesus coming again. But Christ is coming 
again. The Lord promised it. The angels proclaimed it. The word of 
*RG�GHFODUHV�LW��7KH�6SLULW�DI¿UPV�LW��7KH�VLJQV�SURYH�LW��7KH�FKXUFK�
believes it. The saved expect it. 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 says: “For 
WKH�/RUG�KLPVHOI�ZLOO�GHVFHQG�IURP�KHDYHQ�ZLWK�D�FU\�RI�FRPPDQG��
ZLWK�WKH�YRLFH�RI�DQ�DUFKDQJHO��DQG�ZLWK�WKH�VRXQG�RI�WKH�WUXPSHW�RI�
*RG���$QG�WKH�GHDG�LQ�&KULVW�ZLOO�ULVH�¿UVW���7KHQ�ZH�ZKR�DUH�DOLYH��
ZKR�DUH�OHIW��ZLOO�EH�FDXJKW�XS�WRJHWKHU�ZLW�WKHP�LQ�WKH�FORXGV�WR�
PHHW�WKH�/RUG�LQ�WKH�DLU��DQG�VR�ZH�ZLOO�DOZD\V�EH�ZLWK�WKH�/RUG´�
Jesus Christ is coming again.
  
THE FUTURE GLORY OF THE BELIEVER. Verse 4 says, “When 
&KULVW�ZKR�LV�\RXU�OLIH�DSSHDUV��WKHQ�\RX�DOVR�ZLOO�DSSHDU�ZLWK�KLP�LQ�
JORU\�´�Your life is hidden with Christ in God. But that is just for the 
present time. One day, the secret will get out fully and forever. 1 John 
3:2 says: ³%HORYHG��ZH�DUH�*RG¶V�FKLOGUHQ�QRZ��DQG�ZKDW�ZH�ZLOO�EH�
KDV�QRW�\HW�DSSHDUHG��EXW�ZH�NQRZ�WKDW�ZKHQ�KH�DSSHDUV�ZH�VKDOO�
EH�OLNH�KLP��EHFDXVH�ZH�VKDOO�VHH�KLP�DV�KH�LV�´�When Christ comes 
again, you will share in his glory.  WILLIAM BARCLAY comments:  
³6RPHGD\�WKH�YHUGLFWV�RI�HWHUQLW\�ZLOO�UHYHUVH�WKH�YHUGLFWV�RI�WLPH�´��
Think about it.  One day…

�� (YHU\�EXUGHQ�ZLOO�EH�OLIWHG�
�� (YHU\�OLH�ZLOO�EH�H[SRVHG�
�� (YHU\�VDFUL¿FH�ZLOO�EH�UHZDUGHG�
�� (YHU\�SDLQ�ZLOO�EH�KHDOHG�
�� (YHU\�WHDU�ZLOO�EH�ZLSHG�DZD\�
�� (YHU\�KRSH�ZLOO�EH�UHDOL]HG�
�� (YHU\�SURPLVH�ZLOO�EH�IXO¿OOHG�

Andrew Bonner sent Charles Spurgeon a copy of his commentary on 
Leviticus.  Spurgeon was so blessed by it that he returned the book 
with this note: “Dr. Bonner, please place herein your autograph and 
photograph.” Soon the book was returned with this message from the 
saintly Bonner: “Dear Spurgeon: Here is the book with my autograph 
and photograph. If you had been willing to wait a short season, you 
could have had a better likeness; for I shall be like Him. I shall see 
Him as he is.”


