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In one comic strip, Broom Hilda – a short, ugly, cartoon witch – 
approaches a wishing well and barks into it, “I don’t want anything!” The 
next panel is quiet. Then Hilda steps back and adds, “I just thought you’d 
HQMR\�NQRZLQJ�WKHUH�ZDV�RQH�VDWLV¿HG�SHUVRQ�DURXQG�´�

Is that you? Are you BROOM HILDA? Do you consider yourself a fully 
VDWLV¿HG�SHUVRQ"�,I�\RX�WKLQN�\RX�KDYH�LW�DOO�WRJHWKHU��\RX�DUH�MXVW�DV�
GHFHLYHG�DV�WKDW�FDUWRRQ�ZLWFK��$OO�RI�XV�KDYH�QHHGV�WR�EH�PHW��SDLQV�WR�EH�
KHDOHG��JRDOV�WR�EH�UHDFKHG��YRLGV�WR�EH�¿OOHG��DQG�FKDQJHV�WR�EH�PDGH�LQ�
RXU�OLYHV��0RVW�SHRSOH�UHFRJQL]H�WKH\�QHHG�KHOS��)HZ�SHRSOH�NQRZ�ZKHUH�
WR�¿QG�LW��,�VXEPLW�WKDW�WKH�ZRQGHUIXO�UHVRXUFHV�*RG�PDNHV�DYDLODEOH�
WKURXJK�WKH�/RUG�-HVXV�&KULVW�DUH�WRWDOO\�VXI¿FLHQW�WR�PHHW�DQ\�DQG�HYHU\�
need in your life. And the means by which can you access what you need 
IURP�*RG�LV�WKURXJK�EHOLHYLQJ�SUD\HU��7KLV�LV�WKH�PHVVDJH�RI�0DWWKHZ�
��������<RX�FDQ�SUD\�ZLWK�DVVXUDQFH�WKDW�*RG�ZLOO�KHDU�DQG�DQVZHU�\RXU�
prayers. 

7KHVH�YHUVHV�DUH�D�SDUW�RI�7+(�6(5021�21�7+(�02817��,Q�WKLV�GLV-
course, Jesus teaches the righteous standard that is required for kingdom 
FLWL]HQVKLS��<HW�-HVXV�LV�QRW�WHDFKLQJ�KLV�OLVWHQHUV�WR�SUDFWLFH�D�IDLWK�WKDW�
pulls itself up by its own bootstraps. This discourse begins with the an-
nouncement of Matthew 5:3: “Blessed our the poor in spirit, for theirs is 
WKH�NLQJGRP�RI�KHDYHQ�´�7KLV�EHDWLWXGH�PDNHV�LW�FOHDU�WKDW�WKH�RQO\�ZD\�
WR�TXDOLI\�IRU�WKH�NLQJGRP�RI�KHDYHQ�LV�WR�FRQIHVV�\RXU�XQZRUWKLQHVV��7KH�
principles Jesus teach in Matthew 5-7 are meant to confront us with the 
IDFW�WKDW�ZH�QHHG�GLYLQH�KHOS�WR�EH�WKH�ULJKWHRXV�SHRSOH�*RG�FRPPDQGV�
XV�WR�EH��%XW�KRZ�GR�ZH�DFFHVV�WKH�KHOS�IURP�*RG�ZH�QHHG"�0DWWKHZ�����
VD\V��³$VN��DQG�LW�ZLOO�EH�JLYHQ�WR�\RX��VHHN��DQG�\RX�ZLOO�¿QG��NQRFN��
and it will be opened to you.” 

This passage is the second section of this discourse that addresses the sub-
MHFW�RI�SUD\HU��7KH�¿UVW�LV�0DWWKHZ���������ZKLFK�UHFRUGV�7+(�/25'¶6�
02'(/�35$<(5��,Q�0DWWKHZ����-HVXV�WHDFKHV�KRZ�WR�DSSURDFK�*RG�
in prayer. In Matthew 7, Jesus teaches addresses another important issue: 
:K\�SUD\"�7KLV�LV�D�ELJ�TXHVWLRQ��,I�*RG�LV�SHUIHFWO\�JRRG��LQ¿QLWHO\�
ZLVH��DQG�VRYHUHLJQO\�LQ�FKDUJH��ZK\�ERWKHU�WR�SUD\"�,Q�RXU�WH[W��-HVXV�
WHDFKHV�ZH�VKRXOG�SUD\�LQ�REHGLHQFH�WR�WKH�FRPPDQG�RI�*RG�DQG�ZLWK�
FRQ¿GHQFH�LQ�WKH�JRRGQHVV�RI�*RG��

,�� 35$<�,1�2%(',(1&(�72�7+(�&200$1'�2)�*2'�

9HUVHV�����UHDG��³$VN��DQG�LW�ZLOO�EH�JLYHQ�WR�\RX��VHHN��DQG�\RX�ZLOO�¿QG��
NQRFN��DQG�LW�ZLOO�EH�RSHQHG�WR�\RX��)RU�HYHU\RQH�ZKR�DVNV�UHFHLYHV��DQG�WKH�
RQH�ZKR�VHHNV�¿QGV��DQG�WR�WKH�RQH�ZKR�NQRFNV�LW�ZLOO�EH�RSHQHG�´�,Q�WKHVH�
YHUVHV��-HVXV�LVVXHV�D�FDOO�WR�EHOLHYLQJ�SUD\HU�DQG�D�SURPLVH�RI�DQVZHUHG�
prayer.  

$��$�&$//�72�%(/,(9,1*�35$<(5�

7KH�YHUEV�±�DVN��VHHN��NQRFN�±�DUH�DOO�LPSHUDWLYHV��7KLV�FDOO�WR�SUD\HU�
LV�QRW�D�VXJJHVWLRQ��UHFRPPHQGDWLRQ��RU�HQFRXUDJHPHQW��,W�LV�D�GLYLQH�
command. Jesus orders us to ask for what we need, seek what we 
desire, and knock where we want to enter. There are some who see 
in these commands a picture of the different kinds of people who 
FRPH�WR�*RG�LQ�SUD\HU��7KH�FKLOG�RI�*RG�FRPHV�DQG�DVNV�WKH�)DWKHU�
IRU�ZKDW�VKH�QHHGV��7KH�ORVW�SHUVRQ�VHHNV�*RG�WKDW�KH�PD\�UHFHLYH�
VDOYDWLRQ�WKURXJK�IDLWK�LQ�&KULVW��$QG�WKH�RQHV�ZKR�KDYH�VWUD\HG�
DZD\�NQRFN�RQ�WKH�GRRU�IRU�*RG�WR�ZHOFRPH�WKHP�EDFN�KRPH��%XW�
this teaching is not about those who pray as much as it is about how 
we ought to pray. We are to pray by asking, seeking, and knocking. 
7KHVH�LPSHUDWLYHV�JLYH�VHYHUDO�SUDFWLFDO�LQVWUXFWLRQV�IRU�EHOLHYLQJ�
prayer. 

35$<�:,7+�'(3(1'(1&(��9HUVH���VD\V��³$VN��DQG�LW�ZLOO�EH�JLY-
HQ�WR�\RX�´�7UXH�SUD\HU�LV�DERXW�PRUH�WKDQ�DVNLQJ�*RG�IRU�WKLQJV��%XW�
WKH�IRFXV�RI�WKLV�SDVVDJH�LV�FOHDUO\�RQ�PDNLQJ�SHWLWLRQV�RI�*RG��7KH�
ZRUG�³DVN´�LV�WKH�NH\�WHUP�RI�WKH�WH[W��RFFXUULQJ�LQ�HDFK�RI�WKHVH�¿YH�
YHUVHV��7KLV�LV�KRZ�ZH�VKRXOG�PDNH�RXW�SHWLWLRQV�WR�*RG��:H�DUH�QRW�
WR�WHOO�*RG�ZKDW�WR�GR�RU�PDNH�DQ\�FODLPV�RQ�*RG�RU�VSHDN�SRVLWLYH�
FRQIHVVLRQV�WKDW�*RG�LV�UHTXLUHG�WR�SHUIRUP��:H�DUH�WR�VLPSO\�DVN�
*RG�IRU�ZKDW�ZH�GHVLUH�RI�KLP��7KH�ZRUG�³DVN´�GHQRWHV�GHSHQGHQFH�
XSRQ�*RG��,Q�IDFW��RXU�IDLWK�LQ�*RG�FDQ�EH�PHDVXUHG�E\�ZKDW�ZH�DVN�
*RG�IRU��:KHQ�ZH�SUD\��ZH�DUH�QRW�LQIRUPLQJ�*RG�RI�DQ\WKLQJ�WKDW�
KH�GRHV�QRW�DOUHDG\�NQRZ��0DWWKHZ�����VD\V�WKDW�³\RXU�)DWKHU�NQRZV�
ZKDW�\RX�QHHG�EHIRUH�\RX�DVN�KLP�´�2XU�SUD\HUV�DI¿UP�RXU�WUXVW�LQ�
*RG¶V�VXI¿FLHQF\��2XU�SUD\HUV�DUH�D�GHFODUDWLRQ�RI�GHSHQGHQFH��2XU�
SUD\HUV�H[SUHVV�RXU�FRQ¿GHQFH�WKDW�*RG�LV�UHDG\��ZLOOLQJ��DQG�DEOH�WR�
SURYLGH�ZKDW�ZH�QHHG��
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35$<�:,7+�($51(671(66��9HUVH���VD\V��³VHHN��DQG�\RX�ZLOO�
¿QG�´�,I�DVNLQJ�GHQRWHV�GHSHQGHQFH��VHHNLQJ�GHQRWHV�HDUQHVWQHVV��
2QH�UHDVRQ�ZH�GR�QRW�SUD\�DV�ZH�RXJKW�LV�EHFDXVH�ZKHQ�ZH�KDYH�
a need, we are inclined to do something about it. And we don’t 
consider prayer as really doing something. But the command to seek 
WHDFKHV�XV�WKDW�SUD\HU�LV�QRW�D�SDVVLYH�DFWLYLW\��,W�LV�QRW�WR�OHW�JR�DQG�
OHW�*RG��,W�LV�WR�KROG�RQ�DQG�OHW�*RG��*(25*(�%8775,&.�VDLG��
³3UD\HU�LV�QRW�D�VXEVWLWXWH�IRU�ZRUN��WKLQNLQJ��ZDWFKLQJ��VXIIHULQJ��RU�
JLYLQJ��SUD\HU�LV�D�VXSSRUW�IRU�DOO�RWKHU�HIIRUWV�´�,Q�RWKHU�ZRUGV��ZH�
are to work as if it all depends on us and pray as if it all depends on 
*RG��:H�VKRXOG�SUD\�HDUQHVWO\��SDVVLRQDWHO\��DQG�IHUYHQWO\��-DPHV�
����E�VD\V��³7KH�SUD\HU�RI�D�ULJKWHRXV�SHUVRQ�KDV�JUHDW�SRZHU�DV�LW�
LV�ZRUNLQJ�´�%XW�\RXU�SUD\HUV�ZLOO�QHYHU�PHDQ�DQ\WKLQJ�WR�*RG�XQWLO�
WKH\�PHDQ�HYHU\WKLQJ�WR�\RX��*RG�UHVSRQGV�WR�WKRVH�ZKR�GLOLJHQWO\�
VHHN�KLP��,Q�0DWWKHZ�������-HVXV�VD\V��³%XW�VHHN�¿UVW�WKH�NLQJGRP�RI�
*RG�DQG�KLV�ULJKWHRXVQHVV��DQG�DOO�WKHVH�WKLQJV�ZLOO�EH�DGGHG�WR�\RX�´��

35$<�:,7+�%2/'1(66��9HUVH���VD\V��³NQRFN��DQG�LW�ZLOO�EH�
opened to you.” In Luke 11:5-8, Jesus tells a parable about a man 
ZKR�KDG�JXHVWV�WR�DUULYH�DW�KLV�KRXVH�XQH[SHFWHGO\�LQ�WKH�PLGGOH�RI�
WKH�QLJKW��%XW�WKLV�KRVW�GLG�QRW�KDYH�DQ\WKLQJ�WR�IHHG�WKHP��6R�KH�
went to his neighbor’s house and knocked on the door, asking for 
EUHDG��+LV�VOHHS\�QHLJKERU�LQLWLDOO\�UHIXVHG�WR�JHW�XS�DQG�JLYH�KLP�
DQ\WKLQJ��%XW�WKH�PDQ�NHSW�NQRFNLQJ��6R�WKH�VOHHS\�QHLJKERU�¿QDOO\�
JRW�XS�DQG�JDYH�WKH�PDQ�ZKDWHYHU�KH�ZDQWHG��VR�KH�FRXOG�JHW�EDFN�
WR�EHG��-HVXV�WROG�WKLV�SDUDEOH�WR�WHDFK�XV�WKDW�*RG�LV�QRW�D�VOHHS\�
QHLJKERU��<RX�GR�QRW�KDYH�WR�KDUDVV�*RG�WR�JHW�ZKDW�\RX�QHHG��,I�\RX�
NQRFN�LQ�IDLWK�*RG�ZLOO�RSHQ�WKH�GRRU�IRU�\RX��+HEUHZV������VD\V��
³/HW�XV�WKHQ�ZLWK�FRQ¿GHQFH�GUDZ�QHDU�WR�WKH�WKURQH�RI�JUDFH��WKDW�
ZH�PD\�UHFHLYH�PHUF\�DQG�¿QG�JUDFH�WR�KHOS�LQ�WLPH�RI�QHHG�´�³:LWK�
FRQ¿GHQFH´�PHDQV�IUHHGRP�RI�VSHHFK��:H�FDQ�FRPH�WR�*RG�ZLWK�
EROGQHVV��FRQ¿GHQW�WKDW�KH�ZLOO�SURYLGH�WKH�JUDFH�DQG�PHUF\�ZH�QHHG��

35$<�:,7+�3(56,67(1&(��7KHVH�LPSHUDWLYHV�±�DVN��VHHN��NQRFN�
– are all in the present tense, which denotes continual action or 
KDELWXDO�DFWLYLW\��/LWHUDOO\��-HVXV�VD\V��³.HHS�RQ�DVNLQJ«�VHHNLQJ«�
knocking.” There are some who teach it is wrong to pray for some-
WKLQJ�PRUH�WKDQ�RQFH��FODLPLQJ�LW�UHÀHFWV�D�ODFN�RI�IDLWK��%XW�-HVXV��
ZKR�ZDV�QR�:25'�2)�)$,7+�WHDFKHU��FRPPDQGV�XV�WR�SHUVLVWHQWO\�
ask, seek, and knock in prayer. It may demonstrate of a lack of faith 

when we do not continue in prayer until we get an answer. True faith 
SUD\V�XQWLO�VRPHWKLQJ�KDSSHQV��+DYH�\RX�HYHU�VRXJKW�WKH�/RUG�IRU�
VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�\RX�IHOW�\RX�KDG�WR�KDYH"�%XW�\RX�GLG�QRW�JHW�LW��1RZ�
\RX�ORRN�EDFN�DQG�WKDQN�IRU�QRW�JLYLQJ�\RX�ZKDW�\RX�DVNHG�IRU��,I�ZH�
UHFHLYHG�HYHU\WKLQJ�ZH�ZDQWHG�DW�WKH�¿UVW�DVNLQJ��ZH�ZRXOG�UHFHLYH�
PDQ\�WKLQJV�WKDW�DUH�QRW�*RG¶V�EHVW�IRU�XV��6R�-HVXV�ELGV�XV�WR�NHHS�
DVNLQJ��VHHNLQJ��DQG�NQRFNLQJ��3UD\�ZLWK�SHUVLVWHQFH��'RQ¶W�VWRS�
SUD\LQJ��587+�*5$+$0�%(//�VDLG�LW�ZHOO��³3UD\�ZKHQ�\RX�IHHO�
OLNH�LW��IRU�LW�LV�D�VLQ�WR�QHJOHFW�VXFK�DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\��3UD\�ZKHQ�\RX�
don’t feel like it, for it is dangerous to remain in such a condition.” 

%��$�3520,6(�2)�$16:(5('�35$<(5��

9HUVH���VD\V��³$VN��DQG�LW�ZLOO�EH�JLYHQ�WR�\RX��VHHN��DQG�\RX�ZLOO�
¿QG��NQRFN��DQG�LW�ZLOO�EH�RSHQHG�WR�\RX�´�(DFK�RI�WKHVH�FDOOV�WR�
prayer is accompanied by a corresponding promise of answered 
SUD\HU��$V�LI�WKHVH�SURPLVHV�DUH�QRW�FOHDU�HQRXJK��-HVXV�VD\V�YHUVH����
³)RU�HYHU\RQH�ZKR�DVNV�UHFHLYHV��DQG�WKH�RQH�ZKR�VHHNV�¿QGV��DQG�WR�
the one who knocks it will be opened.” Without conditions, restric-
WLRQV��RU�VWLSXODWLRQV��-HVXV�GHFODUHV�WKDW�*RG�ZLOO�KHDU�DQG�DQVZHU�
RXU�SUD\HUV��7KLV�LV�WKH�SURPLVH�RI�*RG�\RX�FDQ�FRXQW�RQ�ZKHQ�\RX�
SUD\��3VDOP�������VD\V��³$QG�FDOO�XSRQ�PH�LQ�WKH�GD\�RI�WURXEOH��,�
ZLOO�GHOLYHU�\RX��DQG�\RX�VKDOO�JORULI\�PH�´�-HUHPLDK������VD\V��³&DOO�
to me and I will answer you, and will tell you great and hidden things 
WKDW�\RX�KDYH�QRW�NQRZQ�´���-RKQ������VD\V��³$QG�WKLV�LV�WKH�FRQ¿-
GHQFH�WKDW�ZH�KDYH�WRZDUG�KLP��WKDW�LI�ZH�DVN�DQ\WKLQJ�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�
his will he hears us.” 

This is not a blanket promise, a blank check, or a carte blanche guar-
DQWHH�WKDW�\RX�ZLOO�UHFHLYH�HYHU\WKLQJ�\RX�DVN�IRU�LQ�SUD\HU��6FULSWXUH�
LQWHUSUHWV�VFULSWXUH��6R�ZH�PXVW�UHDG�WKLV�SURPLVH�LQ�OLJKW�RI�RWKHU�
things scripture teaches about prayer. A biblical doctrine of prayer 
acknowledges that there are some who cannot claim the promises of 
this text. 

8QEHOLHYHUV�FDQQRW�H[SHFW�*RG�WR�DQVZHU�WKHLU�SUD\HUV��:H�KDYH�DF-
FHVV�WR�*RG�LQ�SUD\HU�WKURXJK�WKH�EORRG�DQG�ULJKWHRXVQHVV�RI�&KULVW��
:LWKRXW�IDLWK�LQ�&KULVW��QR�RQH�FDQ�H[SHFW�WR�KDYH�DQ�DXGLHQFH�ZLWK�
WKH�OLYLQJ�*RG��7KH�RQO\�SUD\HU�*RG�SURPLVHV�WR�DQVZHU�IRU�XQ-
EHOLHYHUV�LV�5RPDQV��������³)RU�µHYHU\RQH�ZKR�FDOOV�RQ�WKH�QDPH�
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RI�WKH�/RUG�ZLOO�EH�VDYHG�¶´�/LNHZLVH��XQUHSHQWDQW�EHOLHYHUV�FDQ-
QRW�H[SHFW�*RG�WR�DQVZHU�WKHLU�SUD\HUV��3VDOP�������VD\V��³,I�,�KDG�
FKHULVKHG�LQLTXLW\�LQ�P\�KHDUW��WKH�/RUG�ZRXOG�QRW�KDYH�OLVWHQHG�´�
8QFRQIHVVHG�DQG�XQIRUJLYHQ�VLQ�KLQGHUV�SUD\HU��7KLV�GRHV�QRW�PHDQ�
\RX�KDYH�WR�EH�SHUIHFW�WR�JHW�DQ�DQVZHUHG�SUD\HU��,I�VR��WKHUH�LV�QR�
KRSH�IRU�DQ\�RI�XV��%XW�VLQ�VHSDUDWHV�\RX�IURP�*RG��6R�ZKHQ�\RX�
SUD\��\RX�PXVW�PDNH�VXUH�WKDW�\RX�DUH�RQ�VSHDNLQJ�WHUPV�ZLWK�*RG��
3URYHUEV�������VD\V��³:KRHYHU�FRQFHDOV�KLV�WUDQVJUHVVLRQV�ZLOO�QRW�
prosper, but he who confesses and forsakes them will obtain mercy.” 
)XUWKHUPRUH��&KULVWLDQV�ZKR�SUD\�ZLWK�VHO¿VK�PRWLYHV�FDQQRW�H[SHFW�
*RG�WR�DQVZHU�WKHLU�SUD\HUV��-DPHV����E�VWDWHV�WKH�QXPEHU�RQH�UHDVRQ�
ZK\�ZH�GR�QRW�UHFHLYH�DQVZHUHG�SUD\HUV��³<RX�GR�QRW�KDYH��EHFDXVH�
\RX�GR�QRW�DVN�´�%XW�-DPHV�����DGGV��³<RX�DVN�DQG�GR�QRW�UHFHLYH��
because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions.” 

%XW�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�\RX�DUH�D�VLQFHUH��JRGO\�EHOLHYHU�GRHV�QRW�JXDUDQWHH�
\RX�ZLOO�UHFHLYH�HYHU\WKLQJ�\RX�DVN�*RG�IRU��<RX�KDYH�D�ORZ�YLHZ�
RI�SUD\HU�LI�LW�GRHV�QRW�LQFOXGH�D�KLJK�YLHZ�RI�*RG��1R�KLJK�YLHZ�RI�
*RG�SHUPLWV�\RX�WR�WUHDW�*RG�OLNH�D�FRVPLF�6DQWD�&ODXVH�RU�KHDYHQO\�
EHOOKRS�RU�ULJJHG�VORW�PDFKLQH��*RG�LV�*RG��$QG�EHFDXVH�*RG�LV�
*RG��KH�LV�IUHH�WR�DQVZHU�RXU�SUD\HUV�ZKHQ�DQG�ZKHUH�DQG�KRZ�KH�
FKRRVHV��7KDW¶V�D�JRRG�WKLQJ��HYHQ�ZKHQ�WKH�DQVZHU�LV�QRW�ZKDW�ZH�
want. 

,�ZDV�À\LQJ�KRPH�IURP�'HWURLW�WR�/RV�$QJHOHV�ZKHQ�P\�IDWKHU�GLHG��
When I landed, I got a sense that something serious was going on, 
HYHQ�WKRXJK�QR�RQH�WROG�PH��6R�,�SUD\HG�DOO�WKH�ZD\�KRPH��,�KDG�
a sense that the Lord was about to take my dad. But I prayed that I 
FRXOG�VHH�KLP�RQH�PRUH�WLPH�WR�VD\�JRRGE\H��*RG�GLG�QRW�DQVZHU�
WKDW�SUD\HU��$W�VL[WHHQ�\HDUV�ROG��,�VWUXJJOHG�ZLWK�ZK\�*RG�ZRXOG�
VQDWFK�P\�GDG�DZD\�ZKHQ�DQG�KRZ�KH�GLG��6HYHUDO�GHFDGHV�ODWHU��,�
FDQ�WHOO�\RX�WKDW�*RG�NQHZ�DQG�GLG�ZKDW�ZDV�EHVW�IRU�PH��$QG�HYHQ�
though my desperate prayers that day were denied, I stand to tell you 
WKDW�*RG�KHDUV�DQG�DQVZHUV�SUD\HU�

3DXO�ZDV�JLYHQ�D�WKRUQ�LQ�WKH�ÀHVK��+H�SUD\HG�WKUHH�WLPHV�IRU�WKH�
/RUG�WR�UHPRYH�LW��%XW�WKH�/RUG�DQVZHUHG�³1R�´�%XW�KH�JDYH�3DXO�
WZR�FRQVRODWLRQ�EOHVVLQJV�LQ���&RULQWKLDQV������±�³0\�JUDFH�LV�VXI-
¿FLHQW�IRU�\RX��IRU�P\�SRZHU�LV�PDGH�SHUIHFW�LQ�ZHDNQHVV�´�7KH�ODWH�
'21$/'�*5$<�%$51+286(�RQFH�FDPH�WR�WKH�SXOSLW�DQG�PDGH�

D�VWDUWOLQJ�VWDWHPHQW��³3UD\HU�FKDQJHV�QRWKLQJ�´�,W�ZDV�KLV�SURYRFD-
WLYH�ZD\�RI�PDNLQJ�WKH�SRLQW�WKDW�*RG�LV�VRYHUHLJQ�RYHU�HYHU\WKLQJ��
LQFOXGLQJ�SUD\HU��:H�FDQQRW�WDNH�DXWKRULW\�RYHU�RXU�FLUFXPVWDQFHV�
DQG�FDXVH�WKHP�WR�FKDQJH�E\�WKH�ZRUGV�ZH�VD\�LQ�SUD\HU��*RG�
FKDQJHV�WKLQJV��SUD\HU�GRHV�QRW��3UD\HU�FDQQRW�FKDQJH�WKLQJV��%XW�LW�
FDQ�FKDQJH�PH��3UD\HU�FKDQJHV�WKH�RQH�ZKR�SUD\V��

,,�� 35$<�:,7+�&21),'(1&(�,1�7+(�*22'1(66�2)�*2'��

,Q�YHUVHV������-HVXV�FRPPDQGV�KLV�GLVFLSOHV�WR�SUD\�DQG�SURPLVHV�*RG�ZLOO�
answer our prayers. But how can we sure that prayer works? Jesus answers in 
YHUVHV������E\�IRFXVLQJ�RXU�KRSHV�RQ�*RG¶V�KRO\�FKDUDFWHU��:KHQ�ZH�SUD\��ZH�
PXVW�QRW�SXW�RXU�FRQ¿GHQFH�LQ�RXU�VHQVH�RI�ZRUWKLQHVV��WKH�ZRUGV�ZH�VD\��RU�
WKH�SRZHU�RI�SUD\HU��%XW�ZH�FDQ�SUD\�ZLWK�FRQ¿GHQFH�LQ�WKH�JRRGQHVV�RI�*RG��
'(5(.�35,0(�ZURWH��³:KHQ�ZH�GHFODUH�WKDW�*RG�LV�JRRG�ZH�DUH�VD\LQJ�WKDW�
KH�LV�LQ�HYHU\�ZD\�DOO�WKDW�KH�DV�*RG�VKRXOG�EH��VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�PDUNV�KLP�RXW�
DV�DOWRJHWKHU�GLIIHUHQW�IURP�XV�´�,QGHHG��*RG�LV�QRW�OLNH�XV��6R�ZH�FDQ�SUD\�
ZLWK�DEVROXWH�FRQ¿GHQFH�WKDW�*RG�LV�JRRG�DOO�WKH�WLPHV��-HVXV�PDNHV�WKLV�SRLQW�
E\�FRPSDULQJ�WKH�JRRGQHVV�RI�KXPDQ�IDWKHUV�DQG�WKH�JRRGQHVV�RI�WKH�KHDY-
HQO\�)DWKHU��

$��7+(�,167,1&7,9(�*22'1(66�2)�+80$1�)$7+(56�

,Q�YHUVHV�������-HVXV�DVNV�WZR�UKHWRULFDO�TXHVWLRQV�DERXW�WKH�LQVWLQF-
WLYH�JRRGQHVV�RI�KXPDQ�IDWKHUV��³2U�ZKLFK�RQH�RI�\RX��LI�KLV�VRQ�DVNV�
KLP�IRU�EUHDG��ZLOO�JLYH�KLP�D�VWRQH"�2U�LI�KH�DVNV�IRU�D�¿VK��ZLOO�
JLYH�KLP�D�VHUSHQW"´�7KHVH�UKHWRULFDO�TXHVWLRQV�DVVXPH�D�QHJDWLYH�
DQVZHU��$�JRRG�IDWKHU�ZLOO�QRW�JLYH�KLV�FKLOGUHQ�XVHOHVV�RU�KDUPIXO�
gifts. 

$�*22'�)$7+(5�:,//�127�*,9(�+,6�&+,/'5(1�86(/(66�
*,)76��,Q�YHUVH���-HVXV�VD\V��³2U�ZKLFK�RQH�RI�\RX��LI�KLV�VRQ�DVNV�
KLP�IRU�EUHDG��ZLOO�JLYH�KLP�D�VWRQH"´�-HVXV�SLFWXUHV�D�\RXQJ�VRQ�
who comes to his father with a simple request for bread. This was a 
VWDSOH�IRU�IDPLOLHV�LQ�WKH�DQFLHQW�1HDU�(DVW��,I�WKH\�KDG�QRWKLQJ�HOVH��
they had bread. This boy is asking for basic necessities. He does not 
ZDQW�DQ�DOORZDQFH�RU�DQ�HOHFWURQLF�GHYLFH�RU�WKH�NH\V�WR�WKH�FDU��+H�
just wants bread. How would a good father respond? What would 
KH�GR"�:LOO�KH�JLYH�VRQ�D�VWRQH�LQVWHDG�RI�EUHDG"�7KH�EUHDG�RI�WKH�
SRRU�ZDV�WKH�VL]H�RI�D�VWRQH�DQG�WKH�WZR�FRXOG�EH�FRQIXVHG��%XW�WKH�
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son could not eat a stone. Would a real father respond to his child’s 
KXQJHU�E\�JLYLQJ�D�XVHOHVV�VWRQH"�2I�FRXUVH�QRW��$�JRRG�IDWKHU�ZLOO�
QRW�JLYH�KLV�FKLOGUHQ�XVHOHVV�JLIWV��$QG�QHLWKHU�ZLOO�*RG��*RG�RQO\�
JLYHV�JLIWV�WKDW�IXO¿OO�XV�DQG�QXUWXUH�XV�DQG�SHUIHFW�XV��-DPHV������
VD\V��³(YHU\�JRRG�DQG�SHUIHFW�JLIW�LV�IURP�DERYH��FRPLQJ�GRZQ�IURP�
WKH�)DWKHU�RI�OLJKWV�ZLWK�ZKRP�WKHUH�LV�QRW�YDULDWLRQ�RU�VKDGRZ�GXH�
to change.”
 
$�*22'�)$7+(5�:,//�127�*,9(�+,6�&+,/'5(1�+$50)8/�
*,)76��-HVXV�DVNV�DQRWKHU�TXHVWLRQ�LQ�YHUVH�����³2U�LI�KH�DVNV�IRU�D�
¿VK��ZLOO�JLYH�KLP�D�VHUSHQW"´�$JDLQ��-HVXV�SLFWXUHV�D�VRQ�ZKR�FRPHV�
WR�KLV�IDWKHU�ZLWK�D�EDVLF�UHTXHVW��)LVK�ZDV�DQRWKHU�VWDSOH��DORQJ�ZLWK�
EUHDG��5HPHPEHU�ZKHQ�-HVXV�IHG�D�KXQJU\�FURZG�RI�PRUH�WKDQ�������
PHQ��:KHQ�WKH�GLVFLSOHV�LQYHQWRULHG�WKHLU�UHVRXUFHV��DOO�WKH\�KDG�ZDV�
¿YH�EDUOH\�ORDYHV�DQG�WZR�VPDOO�¿VK��3KLOLS�FRQFOXGHG�LW�ZDV�QRWKLQJ�
in the face of so many hungry people. It was just a lad’s lunch that 
ZRXOGQ¶W�¿OO�RQH�PDQ��PXFK�OHVV��������-HVXV�SLFWXUHV�D�OLWWOH�ER\�
ZKR�FRPHV�WR�KLV�IDWKHU�IRU�¿VK�WR�HDW��:KDW�ZRXOG�D�UHDO�IDWKHU�GR"�
:LOO�KH�JLYH�KLP�D�VHUSHQW�RU�VQDNH�LQVWHDG"�$�VPDOO�UHSWLOH�FRXOG�
UHVHPEOH�D�VPDOO�¿VK��:RXOG�D�IDWKHU�SOD\�VXFK�D�FUXHO�MRNH�RQ�KLV�
VRQ"�2I�FRXUVH�QRW��7R�JLYH�D�FKLOG�D�VWRQH�LQVWHDG�RI�EUHDG�ZRXOG�EH�
D�SDUHQWDO�QHJOHFW�RI�GXWLHV��%XW�WR�JLYH�D�FKLOG�D�VHUSHQW�LQVWHDG�RI�
D�¿VK�ZRXOG�EH�DQ�DFW�RU�FKLOG�HQGDQJHUPHQW�RU�FKLOG�DEXVH��$�JRRG�
father would keep his children away from snakes, not put them on his 
children’s plate when they are hungry. 

7KH�IDFW�WKDW�D�JRRG�IDWKHU�ZLOO�QRW�JLYH�KLV�FKLOGUHQ�XVHIXO�RU�KDUP-
ful gifts helps us understand the mystery of unanswered prayer. There 
DUH�VRPH�WKLQJV�ZH�DVN�*RG�IRU�DQG�KH�VD\V�QR�EHFDXVH�KH�NQRZV�
WKDW�WKH\�DUH�VSLULWXDOO\�XVHOHVV��,W�LV�*RG¶V�XOWLPDWH�ZLOO�IRU�\RX�WR�
EH�KRO\��QRW�MXVW�KDSS\��$QG�LW�LV�RQO\�ZKHQ�\RX�HPEUDFH�*RG¶V�ZLOO�
WKDW�\RX�GLVFRYHU�WR�EH�KRO\�LV�WR�EH�KDSS\��5RPDQV������VD\V��³)RU�
those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the 
LPDJH�RI�KLV�6RQ��LQ�RUGHU�WKDW�KH�PLJKW�EH�WKH�¿UVWERUQ�DPRQJ�PDQ\�
EURWKHUV�´�7KLV�LV�*RG¶V�SXUSRVH�IRU�\RXU�OLIH��WKDW�\RX�EH�FRQIRUPHG�
WR�WKH�LPDJH�RI�KLV�VRQ��$QG�*RG�GHWHUPLQHV�ZKDW�KH�JLYHV�DQG�ZLWK-
holds on the basis of what he deems is useful in making us more like 
-HVXV��/LNHZLVH��WKHUH�DUH�VRPH�WKLQJV�ZH�DVN�*RG�IRU�DQG�KH�VD\V�QR�
EHFDXVH�QH�NQRZV�WKDW�WKH\�DUH�VSLULWXDOO\�KDUPIXO��6RPH�WLPHV�ZKDW�
ORRNV�OLNH�D�¿VK�LV�DFWXDOO\�D�VQDNH��$QG�ZH�DUH�WRR�FKLOGLVK�WR�WHOO�

the difference. What would you do if your little child asked you for 
D�GDQJHURXV�VQDNH"�:RXOG�\RX�JLYH�LW"�:KDW�LI�\RXU�FKLOG�FULHG�DQG�
VFUHDPHG�DQG�EHJJHG"�:RXOG�\RX�JLYH�LW�WKHQ"�<RXU�ORYH�IRU�\RXU�
FKLOG�IRUFHV�\RX�WR�VD\�QR��7KHUH�DUH�WLPHV�ZKHQ�*RG�GHPRQVWUDWHV�
KLV�ORYH�IRU�XV�E\�VD\LQJ�QR�WR�RXU�UHTXHVWV��

%��7+(�,1),1,7(�*22'1(66�2)�285�+($9(1/<�)$7+(5�

7KH�TXHVWLRQV�LQ�YHUVHV������VHW�XS�D�IRUWLRUL�DUJXPHQW��-HVXV�PDNHV�
KLV�SRLQW�E\�PRYLQJ�IURP�WKH�OHVVHU�WR�WKH�JUHDWHU��9HUVH����FRQ-
FOXGHV��³,I�\RX�WKHQ��ZKR�DUH�HYLO��NQRZ�KRZ�WR�JLYH�JRRG�JLIWV�WR�
\RXU�FKLOGUHQ��KRZ�PXFK�PRUH�ZLOO�\RXU�)DWKHU�ZKR�LV�LQ�KHDYHQ�
JLYH�JRRG�WKLQJV�WR�WKRVH�ZKR�DVN�KLP�´�1RWH�WKDW�-HVXV�FDOOV�KLV�
OLVWHQHUV�³HYLO�´�-HVXV�LV�VSHDNLQJ�SULPDULO\�WR�KLV�GLVFLSOHV��HYHQ�
though a larger crowd of people is listening. These words are directly 
DGGUHVVHG�WR�WKRVH�ZKR�KDYH�SXW�WKHLU�IDLWK�LQ�&KULVW�DQG�OHIW�DOO�WR�
IROORZ�KLP��<HW�KH�FDOOV�WKHP�HYLO��7KLV�LV�D�SRZHUIXO�DI¿UPDWLRQ�RI�
WKH�SHUYDVLYH�GHSUDYLW\�RI�RXU�VLQIXO�QDWXUH��(YHQ�DIWHU�ZH�DUH�ERUQ�
DJDLQ�E\�*RG¶V�VRYHUHLJQ�JUDFH��ZH�VWLOO�KDYH�UHPDLQLQJ�VLQ�LQ�RXU�
OLYHV��-HUHPLDK������VD\V��³7KH�KHDUW�LV�GHFHLWIXO�DERYH�DOO�WKLQJV��
DQG�GHVSHUDWHO\�VLFN��ZKR�FDQ�XQGHUVWDQG�LW"´�(YHU\�RQH�RI�XV��QR�
PDWWHU�KRZ�ORQJ�\RX�KDYH�EHHQ�VDYHG�RU�KRZ�PDWXUH�\RX�DUH�LQ�
&KULVW��VWLOO�KDV�HYLO�LQ�RXU�KHDUWV�WKDW�FDQ�RQO\�EH�FOHDQHG�XS�E\�WKH�
VDQFWLI\LQJ�ZRUN�RI�*RG�WKH�+RO\�6SLULW��

(YHQ�WKRXJK�ZH�DUH�HYLO��ZH�NQRZ�KRZ�WR�JLYH�JRRG�JLIWV�WR�RXU�
FKLOGUHQ��:H�NQRZ�KRZ�WR�SURYLGH�IRU�RXU�FKLOGUHQ��:H�NQRZ�KRZ�WR�
WDNH�FDUH�RI�RXU�FKLOGUHQ��+HUH¶V�WKH�SRLQW��*RG�LV�QRW�OLNH�XV��*RG�LV�
SHUIHFWO\��LQ¿QLWHO\��DQG�XQFHDVLQJO\�JRRG��:H�DUH�JRRG�VRPHWLPHV��
And when we are, our goodness is tainted by iniquity in our hearts. 
%XW�*RG�LV�JRRG�DOO�WKH�WLPH��,Q�IDFW��*RG¶V�JRRGQHVV�LV�WKH�SUH�
HPLQHQW�H[SUHVVLRQ�RI�KLV�JORU\��+RZ�PXFK�PRUH�FDQ�*RG�EH�WUXVWHG�
WR�JLYH�JRRG�JLIWV�WR�WKRVH�ZKR�FRPH�WR�KLP�LQ�EHOLHYLQJ�SUD\HU��7KH�
SURRI�RI�WKH�)DWKHU¶V�LQ¿QLWH�JRRGQHVV�LV�WKH�FURVV�RI�-HVXV��-RKQ�
�����VD\V��³)RU�*RG�VR�ORYHG�WKH�ZRUG��WKDW�KH�JDYH�KLV�RQO\�6RQ��
WKDW�ZKRHYHU�EHOLHYHV�LQ�KLP�VKRXOG�QRW�SHULVK�EXW�KDYH�HWHUQDO�OLIH�´�
:H�ZHUH�GHDG�LQ�VLQ�DQG�KDG�QRWKLQJ�JRRG�LQ�XV�WKDW�ZRXOG�PRYH�XV�
WR�DVN�*RG�WR�IRU�VDOYDWLRQ��%XW�*RG�JDYH�-HVXV�ZLWKRXW�XV�DVNLQJ��
5RPDQV������VD\V��³+H�ZKR�GLG�QRW�VSDUH�KLV�RZQ�6RQ�EXW�JDYH�KLP�
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XS�IRU�XV�DOO��KRZ�ZLOO�KH�QRW�DOVR�ZLWK�KLP�JUDFLRXVO\�JLYH�
us all things?” 

7KH�HYDQJHOLVW��'ZLJKW�/��0RRG\��ZDV�WKH�UHFLSLHQW�RI�QX-
PHURXV�EHQH¿WV�IURP�WKH�/RUG��$QG�KH�ZDV�VXGGHQO\�VHL]HG�
ZLWK�WKH�UHDOL]DWLRQ�WKDW�KLV�KHDYHQO\�)DWKHU�ZDV�VKRZHU-
LQJ�KLP�DOPRVW�PRUH�WKDQ�KH�FRXOG�WDNH��2YHUZKHOPHG��KH�
SUD\HG�ZLWK�D�ORXG�YRLFH��³6WRS��*RG�´�0RRG\�IHOW�WKH�/RUG�
KDG�EHHQ�VR�JRRG�WR�KLP�WKDW�KH�FRXOG�QRW�WDNH�DQ\�PRUH��6R�
KH�VSRQWDQHRXVO\�DVNHG�*RG�WR�VWRS�EOHVVLQJ�KLP� 

7KDQN�IRU�*RG�0RRG\¶V�WHVWLPRQ\��%XW�WKDW¶V�QRW�ZKHUH�,�
DP��0\�SUD\HU�LV��³*RG��VWDUW�´�+H�FDQ�VWRS�RQ�0RRG\��EXW�
I need him to keep working in me, on me, for me, through 
PH��DQG�DURXQG�PH��$QG�*RG�ZLOO�ZRUN�LQ�RXU�OLYHV�LQ�D�
fresh, new, and life changing way if we come to him in be-
OLHYLQJ�SUD\HU��(SKHVLDQV���������VD\V��³1RZ�WR�KLP�ZKR�LV�
able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, 
according to the power at work within us, to him be glory 
in the church an in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, 
IRUHYHU�DQG�HYHU��$PHQ�´

 :+$7�$�)5,(1'�:(�+$9(�,1�-(686��$//�285�6,16�$1'�*5,()6�72�%($5�
:+$7�$�35,9,/(*(�,7�,6�72�&$55<�(9(57+,1*�72�*2'�,1�35$<(5�

2�:+$7�3($&(�:(�2)7(1�)25)(,7��2�:+$7�1(('/(66�3$,16�:(�%($5��
$//�%(&$86(�:(�'2�127�&$55<�(9(5<7+,1*�72�*2'�,1�35$<(5
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