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,Q�WKH�EXVLQHVV�ZRUOG��WKH�%27720�/,1(�LV�WKH�ODVW�OLQH�RI�D�¿QDQFLDO�
VWDWHPHQW�WKDW�VKRZV�SUR¿W�DQG�ORVV��,W�LV�DERXW�ZKHWKHU�WKH�FRPSDQ\�LV�
HDUQLQJ�RU�ORVLQJ�PRQH\��$QG��DV�WKH\�VD\��WKH�ERWWRP�OLQH�LV�WKH�ERWWRP�
OLQH��7KLV�LV�SULPDULO\�D�EXVLQHVV�WHUP��%XW�HYHU\�¿HOG�RI�OLIH�DQG�ODERU�
KDV�D�ERWWRP�OLQH��FUXFLDO�IDFWRU��RU�LQWHQGHG�RXWFRPH��,Q�%86,1(66��WKH�
ERWWRP�OLQH�LV�PDNLQJ�PRQH\��HDUQLQJ�SUR¿WV��DQG�LQFUHDVLQJ�UHYHQXH��,Q�
('8&$7,21��LW�LV�SDVVLQJ�WHVWV��PDNLQJ�JUDGHV��DQG�HDUQLQJ�GHJUHHV��,Q�
632576��LW�LV�ZLQQLQJ�JDPHV��DZDUGV��DQG�FKDPSLRQVKLSV��(YHU\�¿HOG�
KDV�D�ERWWRP�OLQH��:KDW�LV�WKH�ERWWRP�OLQH�RI�&KULVWLDQ�PLQLVWU\"�$GPLW-
WHGO\��WKDW�LV�D�VWUDQJH�TXHVWLRQ��<RX�ZRXOG�WKLQN�WKH�DQVZHU�ZRXOG�EH�
DVVXPHG��$�JURXQG�EDOO��$�QR�EUDLQHU��8QIRUWXQDWHO\��WKDW�LV�QRW�WKH�FDVH��
7KH�VDG�LQGLFWPHQW�LV�WKDW�PDQ\�SDVWRUV��FRQJUHJDWLRQDO�OHDGHUV��DQG�ORFDO�
FKXUFKHV�VXIIHU�IURP�D�PLQLVWHULDO�LGHQWLW\�FULVLV��D�ODFN�RI�JRVSHO�PLVVLRQ��
DQG�PLVSODFHG�SULRULWLHV��:H�GR�QRW�VHHP�WR�EH�FOHDU�DERXW�ZKDW�RQ�HDUWK�
WKH�FKXUFK�RI�-HVXV�&KULVW�LV�WR�EH�RU�GR�

6R�,�ZDQW�WR�JR�EDFN�WR�WKH�EDVLFV�DQG�UHPLQG�\RX�RI�WKH�ERWWRP�OLQH�RI�
&KULVWLDQ�PLQLVWU\��,W�LV�VXFFLQFWO\�VWDWHG�LQ���7LPRWK\�������“Do your 

best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who has no 

need to be ashamed, rightly handing the word of truth.” This exhorta-
WLRQ�LV�D�SDUW�RI�WKH�ZDUQLQJ�3DXO�JLYHV�7LPRWK\�DERXW�WKH�GDQJHU�RI�IDOVH�
WHDFKLQJ�LQ�WKH�FKXUFK�DW�(SKHVXV��,Q�YHUVH�����3DXO�VD\V��“Remind them 

of these things, and charge them before God not to quarrel about words, 

which does no good, but only ruins the hearers.” $QG�YHUVH����ZDUQV��
“But avoid irreverent babble, for it will lead people into more and more 

ungodliness.”�3DXO�LQVWUXFWV�7LPRWK\�WR�JXDUG�WKH�FKXUFK�DJDLQVW�IDOVH�
WHDFKLQJ�WKDW�OHDGV�WR�XQJRGOLQHVV��$Q�LOOXVWUDWLRQ�RI�WKLV�GDQJHURXV�HU-
URU�LV�JLYHQ�LQ�YHUVHV��������“And their talk will spread like gangrene. 

Among them are Hymenaeus and Philetus, who have swerved from the 

truth, saying that the resurrection has already happened. They are upset-

ting the faith of some.”�+\PHQDHXV�ZDV�VXFK�D�WKUHDW�WKDW���7LPRWK\�
�����VD\V�WKDW�KH�KDG�EHHQ�KDQGHG�RYHU�WR�6DWDQ�WKDW�KH�PD\�OHDUQ�QRW�WR�
EODVSKHPH��

7KH�LPPLQHQW�WKUHDW��JUHDW�GDQJHU��DQG�FRUUXSWLQJ�LQÀXHQFH�RI�IDOVH�
WHDFKHUV�GHPDQGHG�GLOLJHQW�SDVWRUDO�RYHUVLJKW��6R�3DXO�FDOOHG�7LPRWK\�
WR�YLJLODQW�FRQJUHJDWLRQDO�ZDWFK��%XW�LQ�WKLV�FRQWH[W��3DXO�LVVXHV�WKH�H[-
KRUWDWLRQ�RI�RXU�WH[W��ZKLFK�VWDWHV�WKH�SULRULW\�RI�YLJLODQW�VHOI�ZDWFK�RYHU�
WKH�SUDFWLFH�RI�YLJLODQW�FRQJUHJDWLRQDO�ZDWFK��7LPRWK\�FRXOGQ¶W�JXDUG�
WKH�FKXUFK�LI�KH�GLGQ¶W�IDLWKIXOO\�JXDUG�KLV�RZQ�PRWLYHV��OLIHVW\OH��DQG�

GRFWULQH��7KH�XOWLPDWH�LVVXH�WR�3DXO�ZDV�QRW�ZKDW�+\PHQDHXV�DQG�3KLOHWXV�ZHUH�
GRLQJ�DQG�WHDFKLQJ��,W�ZDV�ZKDW�7LPRWK\�GLG�DQG�WDXJKW��6R�3DXO�VD\V��“Do your 

best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who has no need to be 

ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth.”�7KLV�LV�WKH�ERWWRP�OLQH�RI�&KULVWLDQ�
PLQLVWU\��3OHDVH�*RG�LQ�HYHU\WKLQJ�\RX�GR��

3$8/�6$1*67(5��LQ�KLV�ELRJUDSK\�RI�KLV�IDWKHU��'5��:�(��6$1*67(5��ZURWH�
RI�KLV�IDWKHU¶V�¿UVW�SDVWRUDO�DVVLJQPHQW��,W�ZDV�WR�FDUH�IRU�WZR�FKXUFKHV�LQ�1RUWK�
:DOHV��RQH�FDOOHG�6W��-RKQV��ZKLFK�ZDV�HVWDEOLVKHG�DQG�SUHGRPLQDQWO\�:HOVK��DQG�
5KRV��ZKLFK�ZDV�QHZ�DQG�SUHGRPLQDQWO\�(QJOLVK��,Q�KLV�¿UVW�PHHWLQJ�DW�5KRV��WKH�
PHPEHUV�ZHUH�DQ[LRXV�WR�WHOO�WKHLU�QHZ�\RXQJ�PLQLVWHU�ZKDW�ZDV�ZKDW��(DFK�GH-
SDUWPHQW�OHDGHU�SURFHHGHG�WR�WHOO�KLP�ZKDW�ZDV�H[SHFWHG�RI�KLP��VWUHVVLQJ�WKH�LP-
SRUWDQFH�RI�KLV�GHSDUWPHQW��DQG�PDNLQJ�LW�FOHDU�WKDW�WKH�NLQJGRP�RI�KHDYHQ�ZDV�DW�
KDQG�RQO\�LI�6DQJVWHU�GHYRWHG�KLV�FKLHI�HQHUJ\�WR�WKDW�GHSDUWPHQW��7KH�ORQJ�VHULHV�
RI�VSHHFKHV�DQG�WKH�WHQVLRQ�¿OOHG�DWPRVSKHUH�PDGH�LW�LPSRVVLEOH�IRU�6$1*67(5�
WR�JLYH�D�GHWDLOHG�UHSO\�WR�DOO�KH�KHDUG��6R�KH�VWRRG�XS�DQG�VDLG��³7KDW�\RX�IRU�\RXU�
DGYLFH��,�ZLOO�WU\�WR�SOHDVH�\RX�DOO��EXW�,�VKDOO�WU\�PRVW�RI�DOO�WR�SOHDVH�*RG�´�+H�
WKHQ�VDW�GRZQ��$QG�WKH�PHHWLQJ�ZDV�RYHU��

,�UHSHDW��7KH�ERWWRP�OLQH�RI�&KULVWLDQ�PLQLVWU\�LV�WR�SOHDVH�*RG�LQ�HYHU\WKLQJ�
\RX�GR��8OWLPDWHO\��WKH�RQO\�WKLQJ�WKDW�WUXO\�PDWWHUV�LV�ZKHWKHU�RI�QRW�\RX�ZLOO�EH�
DEOH�WR�HQG�\RXU�PLQLVWU\�E\�KHDULQJ�WKH�/RUG�VD\� “Well done, good and faithful 

servant” �0DWWKHZ���������,�VHH�WKUHH�IXQGDPHQWDO�UHTXLUHPHQWV�IRU�OLYLQJ�DQG�
PLQLVWHULQJ�LQ�D�ZD\�WKDW�SOHDVHV�*RG�LQ���7LPRWK\�������

,�� *2'�3/($6,1*�0,1,675<�5(48,5(6�3(5621$/�($51(671(66���

$�\RXQJ�SUHDFKHU�DVNHG�&+$5/(6�+$''21�6385*(21�KRZ�WR�GUDZV�
FURZG�OLNH�WKRVH�ZKR�FDPH�WR�KHDU�KLP��6385*(21�DQVZHUHG��³6LPSO\�
GRXVH�\RXUVHOI�LQ�JDVROLQH��VWULNH�D�PDWFK��DQG�VHW�\RXUVHOI�RQ�¿UH��7KHQ�SHR-
SOH�ZLOO�FRPH�WR�ZDWFK�\RX�EXUQ�´�7KDW¶V�D�JUHDW�VWUDWHJ\�IRU�UHDFKLQJ�SHRSOH��
,W�LV�DQ�HYHQ�JUHDWHU�VWUDWHJ\�IRU�SOHDVLQJ�*RG��&RORVVLDQV������VD\V��³:KDW-
HYHU�\RX�GR��ZRUN�KHDUWLO\��DV�IRU�WKH�/RUG�DQG�QRW�IRU�PHQ��NQRZLQJ�WKDW�IURP�
WKH�/RUG�\RX�ZLOO�UHFHLYH�WKH�LQKHULWDQFH�DV�\RXU�UHZDUG�´�<RX�PLQLVWU\�ODERU�
ZLOO�QRW�EH�UHZDUGHG�XQOHVV�\RX�DUH�D�*RG�SOHDVHU��QRW�D�SHRSOH�SOHDVHU��7KH�
RSHQLQJ�FODXVH�RI���7LPRWK\������RXWOLQHV�ERWK�WKH�SUDFWLFH�DQG�WKH�SXUSRVH�RI�
HDUQHVWQHVV�LQ�PLQLVWU\��
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$��7+(�35$&7,&(�2)�($51(671(66

��7LPRWK\������VD\V��“Do your best to present yourself to 

God as one approved.” 7KH�.-9�VD\V��³6WXG\�´�7KDW¶V�D�
YDOLG�WUDQVODWLRQ��IRU�SDVWRUDO�HDUQHVWQHVV�GH¿QLWHO\�UHTXLUHV�
GLOLJHQW�VWXG\��7KH�ODWH�'21$/'�*5(<�%$51+286(�
RQFH�VDLG�WKDW�LI�KH�NQHZ�WKH�/RUG�ZDV�FRPLQJ�LQ�WKUHH�
\HDUV��KH�ZRXOG�VSHQG�WZR�VWXG\LQJ�DQG�RQH�SUHDFKLQJ��
*RG�SOHDVLQJ�PLQLVWU\�UHTXLUHV�GLOLJHQW�VWXG\��+RZHYHU��WKH�
*UHHN�WHUP�KHUH�FRQYH\V�PRUH�WKDQ�ERRN�VWXG\��,W�PHDQV�
³WR�XVH�VSHHG´�RU�³WR�PDNH�KDVWH�´�%\�LPSOLFDWLRQ��LW�PHDQV�
WR�H[HUW�RQHVHOI��WR�JLYH�GLOLJHQFH��RU�WR�PDNH�HYHU\�HIIRUW�
WR�GR�RQH¶V�EHVW��6R�WKH�1.-9�LV�D�EHWWHU�WUDQVODWLRQ��³%H�
GLOLJHQW�´�$QG�WKH�(69�PD\�EH�HYHQ�EHWWHU��³'R�\RXU�EHVW�´�
0DUN�LW�GRZQ��0LQLVWU\�GHVHUYHV�\RXU�EHVW��7KDW�KDV�WR�EH�
DQ�HVVHQWLDO�HOHPHQW�RI�\RXU�SKLORVRSK\�RI�PLQLVWU\�LI�\RX�
DUH�JRLQJ�WR�SOHDVH�*RG��<RX�PXVW�OLYH�DQG�PLQLVWHU�ZLWK�
WKH�EORRG�HDUQHVW�FRQYLFWLRQ��³,I�LW�EHDUV�*RG¶V�QDPH��LW�
GHVHUYHV�P\�EHVW�´�

&DWK\�5LJE\��D�J\PQDVW�LQ�WKH������2O\PSLF�JDPHV��ZDQWHG�
WR�EH�WKH�EHVW�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG��%XW�VKH�IHOO�VKRUW��6R�VKH�ZHQW�
RYHU�WR�KHU�SDUHQWV�LQ�WKH�VWDQGV�DQG�FULHG��VD\LQJ��³0RP��
,¶P�VR�VRUU\��,�UHDOO\�ZDQWHG�WR�ZLQ��,�HYHQ�SUD\HG�WKDW�
,�ZRXOG�ZLQ��$QG�,�GLGQ¶W�´�$QG�KHU�PRP�VDLG��³&DWK\��
/LVWHQ�WR�PH��<RX�GLG�\RXU�EHVW�´�$QG�ZH�ORYH�\RX�MXVW�WKH�
VDPH��$QG�ZH¶UH�SURXG�RI�\RX�QR�PDWWHU�ZKDW�´�7KHQ�KHU�
PRP�VDLG�WHQ�ZRUGV�WKDW�FKDQJHG�KHU�OLIH�IRUHYHU� “Doing 

your best is more important than being the best.” 

3DXO�GLG�QRW�FKDOOHQJH�7LPRWK\�WR�EH�EHWWHU�WKDQ�DQ\ERG\�
HOVH��+H�H[KRUWV��³'R�\RXU�EHVW�´�<RX�GRQ¶W�KDYH�WR�FRPSDUH�
\RXUVHOI�ZLWK�RWKHUV��FRPSHWH�ZLWK�RWKHUV��RU�FRPH�LQ�DKHDG�
RI�RWKHUV��-XVW�JLYH�*RG�\RXU�EHVW�±�QRWKLQJ�PRUH��QRWKLQJ�
OHVV��QRWKLQJ�HOVH��,I�\RX�JLYH�*RG�\RXU�EHVW��LW�ZLOO�VXVWDLQ�
\RX�ZKHQ�WKH�ZRUN�LV�GLI¿FXOW��IUXVWUDWLQJ��DQG�WLUHVRPH��
<RX�ZLOO�EH�DEOH�WR�HQG�WKH�GD\�E\�VD\LQJ�WR�*RG��³/RUG��,�
NQRZ�,�DP�QRW�HYHU\WKLQJ�,�RXJKW�WR�EH��,�NQRZ�WKDW�WKH\�
PD\�QRW�KDYH�UHFHLYHG�P\�PLQLVWU\��,�NQRZ�WKDW�P\�VHUYLFH�
GRHVQ¶W�VHHP�OLNH�LW�PDGH�PXFK�RI�D�GLIIHUHQFH��%XW��/RUG��,�

JDYH�\RX�P\�EHVW�´�,I�\RX�FDQ�VD\�WKDW��\RX�ZLOO�EH�DEOH�WR�JR�WR�VOHHS�
DW�QLJKW��KDQJ�LQ�WKHUH�GXULQJ�WKH�WRXJK�WLPHV��DQG�OLYH�ZLWK�D�VHQVH�
RI�WKH�VPLOH�RI�*RG�RQ�\RXU�OLIH�DQG�PLQLVWU\��/8&,(�&$03%(//�
VDLG�LW�ZHOO��

  ,)�:+(1�<28�*,9(�7+(�%(67�2)�<285�6(59,&(
� 7(//,1*�7+(�:25/'�7+$7�7+(�6$9,25�,6�&20(
� %(�127�',60$<('�:+(1�0(1�'21¶7�%(/,(9(�<28
� +(�81'(567$1'6�$1'�+(¶//�6$<��³:(//�'21(�´�

%��7+(�385326(�2)�($51(671(66

1RW�RQO\�GRHV�WKLV�FODXVH�WHDFK�WKH�SUDFWLFH�RI�HDUQHVWQHVV��LW�DOVR�
WHDFKHV�WKH�SXUSRVH�RI�HDUQHVWQHVV��“to present yourself to God as 

one approved.”�7KH�ZRUG�SUHVHQW�ZDV�XVHG�RI�RIIHULQJ�D�VDFUL¿FH�RI�
ZRUVKLS�WR�*RG��,W�LV�XVHG�LQ�5RPDQV�������ZKHUH�3DXO�VD\V��“Pres-

HQW�\RXU�ERGLHV�DV�D�OLYLQJ�VDFUL¿FH�´�,W¶V�XVHG�LQ�&RORVVLDQV�������
ZKHUH�3DXO�VD\V� “Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching 

everyone with all wisdom, that we may present everyone mature in 

Christ.”�$QG�3DXO�XVHV�LW�KHUH�WR�H[KRUW�7LPRWK\�WR�SUHVHQW�KLPVHOI�
WR�*RG�DV�RQH�DSSURYHG��7KH�SRLQW�LV�WKDW�HYHU\�RQH�DFW�RI�PLQLVWU\�
VKRXOG�EH�YLHZHG�DV�DQ�DFW�RI�ZRUVKLS��

7KH�JRDO�RI�PLQLVWU\�LV�WR�EH�DSSURYHG�E\�*RG��,I�\RX�XVH�D�FUHGLW�
FDUG��$70�FDUG��RU�GHELW�FDUG��\RX�NQRZ�ZKDW�LW�PHDQV�WR�EH�DS-
SURYHG��:KHQ�WKH\�VZLSH�\RXU�FDUG��WKH�VXEPLWWHG�FRVW�RI�WKH�LWHP�
LV�HLWKHU�DSSURYHG�RU�GHFOLQHG��$QG�RQH�GD\�\RXU�OLIH�DQG�PLQLVWU\�
ZLOO�EH�VZLSHG�WKURXJK�*2'¶6�629(5(,*1�6&$11,1*�6<6-
7(0�WR�GHWHUPLQH�\RXU�KHDYHQO\�UHZDUG��6R�OLYH�DQG�PLQLVWHU�WR�ZLQ�
*RG¶V�DSSURYDO��7KDW�RXJKW�WR�EH�WKH�KRO\�VWDQGDUG�RI�\RXU�ZRUN�IRU�
*RG��EHFDXVH�LW¶V�WKH�KRO\�VWDQGDUG�RI�*RG¶V�ZRUN�LQ�\RX��*RG�LV�DW�
ZRUN�LQ�\RX�WR�PDNH�\RX�¿W�IRU�GLYLQH�DSSURYDO��7KLV�WHUP�DSSURYHG�
UHIHUUHG�WR�WKH�SURFHVV�RI�WHVWLQJ�SUHFLRXV�PHWDOV��6R�LW�VKRXOG�EH�
XQGHUVWRRG�DV�WKH�VWDWH�RI�EHLQJ�DSSURYHG�DIWHU�WKH�SURFHVV�RI�EHLQJ�
WHVWHG��'LG�\RX�JHW�WKDW"�%HIRUH�*RG�DSSURYHV�\RX��KH�WHVWV�\RX��
$�:��72=(5�VDLG��³,W�LV�GRXEWIXO�LI�*RG�FDQ�XVH�D�PDQ�JUHDWO\�XQWLO�
KH�¿UVW�KXUWV�KLP�VHYHUHO\�´�7KDW¶V�WKH�ZD\�LW�LV�
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��$�FDQGOH�PXVW�EH�VDFUL¿FHG�IRU�LW�WR�JLYH�OLJKW��
��&RDO�PXVW�EH�EXUQHG�WR�IXUQLVK�KHDW��
��:KHDW�PXVW�EH�JURXQG�WR�SURGXFH�ÀRXU��
��*UDSHV�PXVW�EH�FUXVKHG�WR�JHW�ZLQH��
��$QG�ZH�PXVW�EH�WHVWHG�WR�EH�ZRUWK\�RI�GLYLQH�DSSURYDO��

,I�\RX�DUH�JRLQJ�WR�EH�D�*RG�SOHDVLQJ�PLQLVWHU��\RX�PXVW�JR�
WKURXJK�WKH�IXUQDFH��6R�GRQ¶W�FXUVH�\RXU�IXUQDFH��-RE�������
VD\V��“But he knows the way that I take; when he has tried 

me, I shall come out as gold.” 

,,�� *2'�3/($6,1*�0,1,675<�5(48,5(6�0,1,67(5,$/�(;&(/-
/(1&(�

-2+1�0$&$57+85�KDV�VDLG��³1RZ�LV�WKH�WLPH�IRU�WKH�VWURQJHVW�
PHQ�WR�SUHDFK�WKH�VWURQJHVW�PHVVDJH�LQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�WKH�VWURQJHVW�
PLQLVWU\�´�7KLV�SURYRFDWLYH�VWDWHPHQW�LV�D�JRRG�GH¿QLWLRQ�IRU�H[FHO-
OHQFH�LQ�&KULVWLDQ�PLQLVWU\��,W�LV�QRW�DERXW�VW\OH�RU�VL]H�RU�VHQVDWLRQDO-
LVP��,W�LV�DERXW�EHLQJ�“a worker who has no need to be ashamed.”���
7LPRWK\������RXWOLQHV�WZR�DVSHFWV�RI�PLQLVWHULDO�H[FHOOHQFH��

$��0,1,67(5,$/�(;&(//(1&(�,6�+$5'�:25.��

$JDLQ��3DXO�VD\V��“Do your best to present yourself to 

God as one approved, a worker who has not need to be 

ashamed.” The word worker or workman is a general term 
WKDW�UHIHUV�WR�RQH�ZKR�ZRUNV�RU�ODERUV��%XW�WKH�YHUE�IURP�
ZKLFK�WKLV�QRXQ�LV�GHULYHG�VSHDNV�RI�KDUG�ODERU��WLULQJ�WRLO��
DQG�ZHDULVRPH�ZRUN��6R�OHW�PH�XVH�WKLV�DV�DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\�
WR�ZDUQ�\RX�DERXW�7+(�'$1*(5�2)�0,1,67(5,$/�
6/27+��0DQ\�PLQLVWHUV�DQG�PLQLVWULHV�IDLO�WR�PDNH�D�
ODVWLQJ�LPSDFW�IRU�*RG��QRW�EHFDXVH�RI�D�ODFN�RI�JLIWHGQHVV��
WDOHQW��SRWHQWLDO��RSSRUWXQLW\��RU�UHVRXUFHV��:H�RIWHQ�IDLO�WR�
GR�JUHDW�WKLQJV�IRU�*RG�EHFDXVH�ZH�DUH�OD]\�DERXW�WKH�WKLQJV�
RI�*RG��

%XW�HSLFHQWHU�PLQLVWULHV�DUH�QRW�EXLOW�RQ�VSDUH�WLPH��SRFNHW�
FKDQJH��RU�KDOIKHDUWHG�VHUYLFH��<RX�MXVW�FDQ¶W�KDYH�D�VLJ-
QL¿FDQW�LPSDFW�LQ�WKLV�SDJDQ�VRFLHW\�DW�D�EDUJDLQ�EDVHPHQW�
SULFH��7KH�VHUYLFH�WKDW�FRVWV�LV�WKH�VHUYLFH�WKDW�FRXQWV��,�

&RULQWKLDQV�������VD\V��“Therefore, by beloved brothers, be stead-

fast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing 

that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.”�&RORVVLDQV������VD\V��
“For this I toil, struggling with all his energy that he powerfully 

works within me.”�$QG���7LPRWK\���������VD\V� “For to this end we 

toil and strive, because we have our hope set on the living God, who 

is the Savior of all people, especially those who believe.” Ministerial 
H[FHOOHQFH�WDNHV�KDUG�ZRUN�
 
��*RGO\�OLYLQJ�LV�KDUG�ZRUN��
��+XPEOH�VHUYLFH�LV�KDUG�ZRUN��
��:LVH�OHDGHUVKLS�LV�KDUG�ZRUN��
��8QFRQGLWLRQDO�ORYH�LV�KDUG�ZRUN��
��6WHDGIDVW�HQGXUDQFH�LV�KDUG�ZRUN��
��6RXQG�GRFWULQH�LV�KDUG�ZRUN��
��,QWHUFHVVRU\�SUD\HU�LV�KDUG�ZRUN��

7KH�EDG�QHZV�LV�WKDW�PLQLVWHULDO�H[FHOOHQFH�LV�KDUG�ZRUN��%XW�WKH�
JRRG�QHZV�LV�WKDW�LW¶V�ZRUWK�LW��+HEUHZV������VD\V��“For God is not 

so unjust as to overlook your work and the love you showed for his 

sake in serving his saints, as you still do.”�3HRSOH�PD\�IRUJHW�\RXU�
ZRUN��%XW�*RG�ZLOO�QHYHU�IRUJHW��

%��0,1,67(5,$/�(;&(//(1&(�,6�+2/<�:25.��

7KH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW�ZULWLQJV�RI�WKH�$SRVWOH�3DXO�PRWLYDWH�EHOLHYHUV�
WR�&KULVWLDQ�VHUYLFH�LQ�YDULRXV�ZD\V��3DXO¶V�HSLVWOHV�XVH�GXW\��JLIWHG-
QHVV��MXGJPHQW��ORYH��RSSRUWXQLW\��UHZDUG��DQG�PDQ\�RWKHU�PHDQV�WR�
PRWLYDWH�EHOLHYHUV�WR�&KULVWLDQ�VHUYLFH��%XW�WKLV�WH[W�UHFRUGV�RQH�RI�
3DXO¶V�IDYRULWH�PRWLYDWLRQV�IRU�IDLWKIXO�VHUYLFH�WR�&KULVW��3DXO�H[KRUWV�
7LPRWK\�WR�EH�³D�ZRUNHU�ZKR�KDV�QRW�QHHG�WR�EH�DVKDPHG�´�3DXO�KDG�
$�'2&75,1(�2)�6+$0(�WKDW�ZDV�ERWK�SHUVRQDO�PRWLYDWLRQ�DQG�
WKH�PHDQV�E\�ZKLFK�KH�PRWLYDWHG�RWKHUV��)RU�LQVWDQFH��LQ�5RPDQV�
�����3DXO�WHOOV�ZK\�KH�ZDV�UHDG\�WR�SUHDFK�LQ�5RPH��“For I am not 

ashamed of the gospel.”�,Q�3KLOLSSLDQV�������3DXO�UHMRLFHG�LQ�SULVRQ�
EHFDXVH�KH�VDLG��“it is my eager expectation and hope that I will not 

be at all ashamed.”�,Q���7LPRWK\������KH�WHOOV�7LPRWK\��“Therefore 

do not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord, nor of me his 

prisoner.”�$QG�LQ�RXU�WH[W��3DXO�H[KRUWV�7LPRWK\�WR�EH�D�ZRUNHU�ZKR�
KDV�QR�QHHG�WR�EH�DVKDPHG��
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3DXO�LV�QRW�WDONLQJ�DERXW�EHLQJ�DVKDPHG�EHIRUH�PHQ��+H¶V�
WDONLQJ�DERXW�EHLQJ�DVKDPHG�EHIRUH�*RG��,W�LV�WKH�*RG�LQ-
GXFHG�VKDPH�RI�0DWWKHZ����������ZKHUH�-HVXV�VD\V�KH�ZLOO�
WHOO�PDQ\�SHRSOH�ZKR�KDYH�GRQH�JUHDW�WKLQJV�LQ�KLV�QDPH��
“I never knew you; depart from me, you workers of lawless-

ness.”�<RX�FDQ�EH�D�VPDVKLQJ�VXFFHVV�ZLWK�PDQ�DQG�D�KRU-
ULEOH�IDLOXUH�ZLWK�*RG��<RX�FDQ�EH�D�IDPRXV�PLQLVWHU�DQG�\HW�
VWDQG�EHIRUH�WKH�/RUG�DQG�KDYH�WR�LQWURGXFH�\RXUVHOI��7KDW¶V�
WKH�JUHDW�VKDPH�WKDW�3DXO�ZDUQV�7LPRWK\�WR�DYRLG��+H�VD\V��
³%H�D�ZRUNHU�ZKR�KDV�QR�QHHG�WR�EH�DVKDPHG�´

:KHQ�P\�6RQ�ZDV�LQ�NLQGHUJDUWHQ��KH�ZRXOG�EULQJ�KRPH�D�
MRXUQDO�HYHU\GD\��+LV�WHDFKHU�ZRXOG�HLWKHU�VWDPS�D�KDSS\�
IDFH�RU�D�VDG�IDFH�RQ�LW�WR�LQGLFDWH�KLV�EHKDYLRU�LQ�FODVV��:H�
ZDUQHG�KHU�XS�IURQW�WKDW�D�VDG�IDFH�VKRXOG�RQO\�EH�JLYHQ�IRU�
SXQLVKDEOH�RIIHQVHV��6R�LI�KH�JRW�D�VDG�IDFH��VKH�ZRXOG�DGG�D�
QRWH�RI�H[SODQDWLRQ��+�%��XQGHUVWRRG�WKLV�V\VWHP�RI�UHZDUGV�
DQG�SXQLVKPHQW�ZH�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�WKHVH�GDLO\�VWDPSV��
:KHQ�KH�JRW�D�KDSS\�IDFH�±�ZKLFK�ZDV�PRVW�GD\V�±�KH�
ZRXOG�VKRZ�PH�KLV�MRXUQDO�DV�VRRQ�DV�KH�JRW�KRPH��$QG�KH�
ZRXOG�DVN��³$UH�\RX�SURXG�RI�PH"´�,I�,�ZDV�VOHHS�ZKHQ�KH�
JRW�KRPH��KH�ZRXOG�ZDNH�PH�XS��VKRZ�PH�KLV�MRXUQDO��DQG�
DVN��³$UH�\RX�SURXG�RI�PH"´�2U�LI�,�ZDV�DW�WKH�RI¿FH�RU�RXW�
RI�WRZQ��KH�ZRXOG�FDOO�PH�ZKHQ�KH�JRW�RXW�RI�VFKRRO�WR�DVN�
PH�LI�KH�FRXOG�VKRZ�PH�KLV�MRXUQDO�ZKHQ�,�JRW�KRPH��+H�
ZRXOG�WKHQ�WHOO�PH�KH�JRW�D�KDSS\�IDFH�DQG�DVN��³$UH�\RX�
SURXG�RI�PH"´�,�UHPHPEHU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�KH�JRW�D�VDG�IDFH��
,�DZRNH�IURP�DIWHUQRRQ�IURP�D�QDS�WR�¿QG�P\�ZLIH�VLWWLQJ�
RQ�WKH�EHG�ZLWK�D�WURXEOHG�ORRN��,�DVNHG�ZKDW�ZDV�ZURQJ��
6KH�WROG�PH�WKDW�VKH�ZDV�GLVDSSRLQWHG�LQ�P\�VRQ��+H�JRW�D�
VDG�IDFH�IRU�KLWWLQJ�D�FODVVPDWH��&U\VWDO�WROG�KLP�KH�ZRXOG�
KDYH�WR�GHDO�ZLWK�PH�ZKHQ�KH�JRW�KRPH��:KHQ�WKH\�DUULYHG��
VKH�SODFHG�KLV�MRXUQDO�QH[W�WR�PH�RQ�WKH�EHG��VR�,�ZRXOG�
VHH�LW�ZKHQ�,�ZRNH�XS��:KHQ�VKH�FDPH�EDFN�XSVWDLUV�ODWHU��
,�ZDV�VWLOO�DVOHHS��%XW�WKH�MRXUQDO�ZDV�JRQH��,QVWLQFWLYHO\��
VKH�ORRNHG�XQGHU�WKH�EHG�WR�GLVFRYHU�KHU�VRQ�KDG�KLGGHQ�WKH�
MRXUQDO�WKHUH�VR�WKDW�,�ZRXOGQ¶W�VHH�LW�ZKHQ�,�ZRNH�XS��+LV�
H[SODQDWLRQ�ZDV�ORJLFDO�EXW�LQH[FXVDEOH��³,�GLGQ¶W�ZDQW�WR�
JHW�D�ZKLSSLQJ�´�

2XU�IDWKHU�LQ�KHDYHQ�LV�NHHSLQJ�D�MRXUQDO�RQ�\RX��$QG�RQH�GD\�\RX�
ZLOO�KDYH�WR�DQVZHU�WR�WKH�/RUG�IRU�KRZ�\RX�KDYH�OLYHG�\RXU�OLIH��1R�
RQH�ZLOO�QHHG�WR�WHOO�RQ�\RX��+H�DOUHDG\�NQRZV��7KHUH�LV�QR�KLGLQJ�
SODFH�IURP�KLP����&RULQWKLDQV������VD\V��“For we must all appear 

before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive 

what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil.” 

6R�OLYH�DQG�PLQLVWHU�WR�EH�D�ZRUNHU�ZKR�KDV�QR�QHHG�WR�EH�DVKDPHG��
7KH�SLFWXUH�LV�WKDW�RI�D�ZRUNPDQ�ZKR�KDV�GRQH�KLV�ZRUN�ZHOO�DQG�
WKHUHIRUH�FDQ�VXEPLW�LW�WR�KLV�VXSHULRU�ZLWKRXW�KHVLWDWLRQ�RU�HPEDU-
UDVVPHQW��/LYH�WKDW�ZD\��0LQLVWHU�WKDW�ZD\��7HDFK�WKDW�ZD\��0DNH�LW�
\RXU�XOWLPDWH�JRDO�WR�KHDU�WKH�0DVWHU�VD\��³:HOO�GRQH�´�

,,,�� *2'�3/($6,1*�0,1,675<�5(48,5(6�)$,7+)8/�(;326,7,21��

7KH�ODVW�FODXVH�RI�WKLV�YHUVH�UHFRUGV�WKH�WKLUG�IXQGDPHQWDO�UHTXLUHPHQW�IRU�
*RG�SOHDVLQJ�PLQLVWU\��“rightly handling the word of truth.”�7KLV�WHUP�ULJKWO\�
GLYLGLQJ�LV�KDUG�WR�WUDQVODWH��,W�VLPSO\�PHDQV��³WR�FXW�VWUDLJKW�´�,W�ZDV�XVHG�RI�
D�GRFWRU�PDNLQJ�DQ�LQFLVLRQ�RQ�D�SDWLHQW�IRU�VXUJHU\��,W�ZDV�DOVR�XVHG�RI�DQ�
DUFKLWHFW�ZKR�GHVLJQHG�D�KRXVH�VR�WKDW�DOO�VLGHV�DQG�DQJOHV�¿W�WRJHWKHU�SURS-
HUO\��,W�ZDV�DOVR�XVHG�RI�D�WHQWPDNHU�ZKR�PDGH�VXUH�DOO�WKH�VLGHV�ZHUH�VWUDLJKW�
VR�WKDW�WKH�WHQW�ZRXOG�VWDQG�XS�ULJKW��$QG�LW�ZDV�XVHG�RI�D�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�FUHZ�
PDNLQJ�D�VWUDLJKW�SDWK�RU�URDG��7KH�WHUP�LV�RQO\�XVHG�KHUH�LQ�WKH�1HZ�7HVWD-
PHQW��%XW�LW�LV�XVHG�LQ�WKH�6(378$*,17�LQ�3URYHUEV������ZKLFK�VD\V��“in all 

your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths.” It is also 
XVHG�LQ�3URYHUEV������WKDW�VD\V��“The righteousness of the blameless keeps 

his way straight.” 6FKRODUV�DUH�QRW�VXUH�ZKDW�SDUWLFXODU�QXDQFH�3DXO�LQWHQGHG�
WR�H[SUHVV�KHUH��%XW�WKH�ELJ�LGHD�LV�YHU\�FOHDU��7KH�PLQLVWHU�ZKR�SOHDVHV�*RG�
PXVW�KDYH�DQ�XQZDYHULQJ�FRPPLWPHQW�WR�WKH�IDLWKIXO�H[SRVLWLRQ�RI�WKH�ZRUG�
RI�WUXWK��

,Q���7LPRWK\�������3DXO�VD\V��“I charge you in the presence of God and of 

Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by his appearing 

and his kingdom…”�6WRS�ULJKW�WKHUH�IRU�D�PRPHQW��:KDW�SDVWRUDO�DVVLJQ-
PHQW�FRXOG�EH�VR�LPSRUWDQW�WKDW�3DXO�FDOOV�RQ�WKH�DXWKRULW\�RI�*RG��&KULVW��
WKH�¿QDO�MXGJPHQW��DQG�WKH�NLQJGRP�RI�KHDYHQ�WR�ZLWQHVV�DV�KH�LVVXHV�LW"�,V�LW�
FKXUFK�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ"�1RSH��,V�LW�FRPPLWWHH�PHHWLQJV"�1RSH��,V�LW�SDVWRUDO�
FRXQVHOLQJ"�1RSH��,V�LW�KRVSLWDO�YLVLWDWLRQ"�1RSH��,V�LW�FKXUFK�JURZWK"�1RSH��
,W�LV�QRQH�RI�WKRVH�WKLQJV��HYHQ�WKRXJK�WKH\�DOO�KDYH�WKHLU�SODFH��7KH�SDV-
WRU¶V�SULPDU\�DQG�FHQWUDO�ZRUN�LV�VWDWHG�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�WKUHH�ZRUGV�RI���7LPRWK\�
�����SUHDFK�WKH�ZRUG��7KDW�LPSHUDWLYH�LV�DOO�LPSRUWDQW�IRU�SDVWRUDO�PLQLVWU\��
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SUHDFK��%XW�VR�LV�WKH�REMHFW��WKH�ZRUG��'RQ¶W�SUHDFK�SHUVRQDO�RSLQLRQ��
WUHQG\�WKHRORJ\��SROLWLFDO�YLHZSRLQWV��PRWLYDWLRQDO�VSHHFKHV��VHOI�KHOS�
DGYLFH��SRSXODU�SV\FKRORJ\��RU�VRFLRORJLFDO�WKHRULHV��3UHDFK�WKH�ZRUG�
RI�*RG�DQG�WKH�WHVWLPRQ\�RI�-HVXV�&KULVW��&XW�LW�VWUDLJKW��7HOO�WKH�
WUXWK��6WDQG�\RXU�JURXQG��$QG�GRQ¶W�VHOO�RXW��

/HW�PH�VD\�LW�WKLV�ZD\��*RG¶V�ZRUG�LV�PDUNHG��³+DQGOH�ZLWK�FDUH�´�
<RX�PXVW�EH�FDUHIXO�KRZ�WR�KDQGOH�WKH�ZRUG�RI�*RG��7KH�ZD\�\RX�
KDQGOH�*RG¶V�ZRUG�GHWHUPLQHV�WKH�ZD\�*RG�LV�JRLQJ�WR�KDQGOH�
\RX��,I�\RX�DEXVH�RU�PLVXVH�WKH�ZRUG�RI�WUXWK��*RG�ZLOO�SXW�\RX�WR�
VKDPH��3URYHUEV��������VD\V��“Every word of God proves true; he 

is a shield to those who take refuge in him. Do not add to his words, 

lest he rebuke you and you be found a liar.” 'RQ¶W�PLVKDQGOH�*RG¶V�
ZRUG��+DQGOH�LW�FDUHIXOO\�DQG�FRUUHFWO\��0DNH�LW�\RXU�WRS�SULRULW\�WR�
VWXG\��WUXVW��REH\��WHDFK��SUHDFK��DQG�GHIHQG�WKH�ZRUG�RI�WUXWK��$QG�
GLOLJHQWO\�SDVV�LW�RQ�WR�WKH�QH[W�JHQHUDWLRQ�VR�WKDW�LW�ZLOO�FRQWLQXH�WR�
EH�IDLWKIXOO\�SURFODLPHG�DQG�GHIHQGHG�DIWHU�*RG�PRYHV�\RX�RII�WKH�
VFHQH��$QG�LI�\RX�KDQGOH�WKH�ZRUG�RI�*RG�ULJKW��WKH�/RUG�ZLOO�EH�
SOHDVHG��$QG�WKH�/RUG�ZLOO�UHZDUG�\RX��2U�LI�,�FDQ�VD\�LW�WKH�ZD\�,�
OLNH�WR�VD\�LW��,I�\RX�WDNH�FDUH�RI�*RG¶V�EXVLQHVV��*RG�ZLOO�WDNH�FDUH�RI�
\RXU�EXVLQHVV��

$Q�ROG�PLVVLRQDU\�ZDV�VDLOHG�KRPH�IURP�$IULFD��35(6,'(17�
7(''<�5226(9(/7�ZDV�RQ�WKH�VDPH�VKLS��UHWXUQLQJ�KRPH�DIWHU�
DQ�$IULFDQ�VDIDUL��:KHQ�WKH�VKLS�DUULYHG�DW�SRUW��D�FURZG�RI�UHSRUWHUV�
DQG�ZHOO�ZLVKHUV�ZHUH�WKHUH�WR�ZHOFRPH�KLP��%XW�QR�RQH�ZDV�WKHUH�
WR�JUHHW�WKLV�PLVVLRQDU\�DQG�KLV�ZLIH��$QG�WKLV�ERWKHUHG�KLP�VR�PXFK�
WKDW�KH�WROG�WKH�/RUG��³7KLV�LVQ¶W�IDLU��7KH�SUHVLGHQW�FDPH�KRPH�ZLWK�D�
EDQG��GLJQLWDULHV��DQG�D�FURZHG�WR�ZHOFRPH�KLP��$QG�,¶YH�EHHQ�GRLQJ�
\RXU�ZRUN��EXW�QR�RQH�ZDV�WKHUH�WR�ZHOFRPH�PH��:K\"´�7KH�/RUG�
VLPSO\�UHSOLHG��³7KH\�FHOHEUDWHG�7HGG\�EHFDXVH�KH�FDPH�KRPH��%XW�
\RX¶UH�QRW�KRPH�\HW�´�
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