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In Matthew 18:15-20, Jesus teaches his disciples how to respond to a 
VLQQLQJ�EURWKHU��0XFK�DWWHQWLRQ�LV�JLYHQ�WR�WKH�¿QDO�VWHSV�RI�WKLV�SURFHVV��
ZKLFK�H[FOXGHV�VWXEERUQO\�XQUHSHQWDQW�SHRSOH�IURP�WKH�IHOORZVKLS�RI�WKH�
FKXUFK��%XW�WKH�XOWLPDWH�JRDO�RI�WKH�SURFHVV�LV�UHFRQFLOLDWLRQ��QRW�H[FRP-
PXQLFDWLRQ��3HWHU�JRW�WKH�SRLQW��,Q�YHUVH�����KH�DVNHG�“Lord, how often 

will my brother sin against me, and I forgive him?” 7KHQ�KH�UHFRPPHQG-
ed a standard: “As many as seven times?” 

3HWHU�NQHZ�WKDW�UDEELQLFDO�WUDGLWLRQ�UHTXLUHG�WKDW�DQ�RIIHQGHU�EH�IRUJLYHQ�
WKUHH�WLPHV��7KHUH�ZDV�QR�REOLJDWLRQ�EH\RQG�WKDW��DV�IRXU�RIIHQVHV�ZRXOG�
EH�VHHQ�DV�SURRI�RI�D�ODFN�RI�JHQXLQH�UHSHQWDQFH��6R�3HWHU�ZDV�EHLQJ�
TXLWH�JHQHURXV�ZKHQ�KH�PRUH�WKDQ�GRXEOHG�WKH�VWDQGDUG��-HVXV�ZDV�QRW�
LPSUHVVHG��9HUVH����VD\V��-HVXV�VDLG�WR�KLP��“I do not say to you seven 

times, but seventy times seven.” 7KH�*UHHN�KHUH�LV�GLI¿FXOW�WR�WUDQVODWH��
6RPH�YHUVLRQV�UHDG�“seven times seven”; while others read “seventy 

seven times.”�(LWKHU�ZD\��WKH�SRLQW�LV�WKH�VDPH��-HVXV�FRPPDQGV�XV�WR�
IRUJLYH�RXU�EURWKHU�ZLWKRXW�OLPLWV��,Q�IDFW��/XNH������VD\V��“and if he sins 

against you seven times in the day, and turns to you seven times, saying, 

‘I repent,’ you must forgive him.”�(8*(1(�3(7(5621¶6�7KH�0HVVDJH�
paraphrases 1 Corinthians 13:5 to say that love “doesn’t keep score of the 

sins of others.” &KULVWLDQV�PXVW�IRUJLYH�ZLWKRXW�OLPLWV��
  
&�6��/(:,6�VDLG�LW�ZHOO��“Forgiveness is a beautiful word, until you have 

something to forgive.”�,QGHHG��WKH�DFWXDO�SURFHVV�RI�IRUJLYHQHVV�LV�RIWHQ�
XJO\�EXVLQHVV��7KLV�LV�ZK\�3HWHU¶V�TXHVWLRQ�LV�VR�UHOHYDQW��+RZ�IDU�LV�WRR�
IDU"�$W�ZKDW�SRLQW�GRHV�*RG�GHHP�LW�RND\�IRU�PH�WR�ZLWKKROG�IRUJLYHQHVV"�
:K\�IRUJLYH"�-HVXV�DQVZHUV�WKHVH�LPSRUWDQW�TXHVWLRQV�E\�FRPPDQGLQJ�
3HWHU�WR�IRUJLYH�ZLWKRXW�OLPLWV��$QG�WR�PDNH�LW�FOHDU�KRZ�VHULRXVO\�*RG�
YLHZV�WKLV�PDWWHU�RI�IRUJLYHQHVV��-HVXV�WHOOV�7+(�3$5$%/(�2)�7+(�
810(5&,)8/�6(59$17��7KH�VWRU\�KDV�WKUHH�VFHQHV��6FHQH����$�NLQJ�
IRUJLYHV�RQH�RI�KLV�VHUYDQWV�RI�DQ�DVWURQRPLFDO�GHEW�KH�KDV�LQFXUUHG��
6FHQH����7KLV�VHUYDQW�UHIXVHV�WR�IRUJLYH�D�IHOORZ�VHUYDQW�D�FRPSDUDWLYHO\�
VPDOO�GHEW��6FHQH����7KH�PDVWHU�UHYRNHV�WKH�IRUJLYHQHVV�KH�H[WHQGHG�WR�
WKH�VHUYDQW�ZKR�UHIXVHG�WR�H[WHQG�IRUJLYHQHVV��7KHVH�WKUHH�VFHQHV�PDNH�
RQH�SRLQW��<28�$5(�127�5($//<�)5((�817,/�<28�6,1&(5(/<�
)25*,9(�7+(�21(6�:+2�+$9(�6,11('�$*$,167�<28��$V�D�
&KULVWLDQ��\RX�PXVW�IRUJLYH�EHFDXVH�*RG�KDV�IRUJLYHQ�\RX��EHFDXVH�QR�
RIIHQVH�LV�EH\RQG�IRUJLYHQHVV��DQG�EHFDXVH�XQIRUJLYHQHVV�LV�WRR�FRVWO\��

,�� ,�0867�)25*,9(�%(&$86(�*2'�+$6�)25*,9(1�0(��

,Q�WKH�RSHQLQJ�VFHQH�RI�WKLV�SDUDEOH��D�NLQJ�VHWWOHV�DFFRXQWV�ZLWK�WKH�VHUYDQWV�
ZKR�KDG�EHHQ�HQWUXVWHG�ZLWK�KLV�¿QDQFLDO�DIIDLUV��,Q�WKH�SURFHVV��KH�GLVFRY-
HUV�WKDW�RQH�VHUYDQW�KDG�PLVDSSURSULDWHG�RU�HPEH]]OHG��������WDOHQWV�RI�KLV�
PRQH\��7KLV�NLQJ�UHSUHVHQWV�*RG��<RX�DUH�WKH�GHEW�ULGGHQ�VHUYDQW��$QG�WKH�
LQWHUDFWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�WKH�NLQJ�DQG�WKLV�VHUYDQW�LQ�WKLV�VFHQH�GHVFULEHV�\RXU�UHOD-
tionship to God in salvation.   

$��6,1�,6�$�'(%7�7+$7�<28�2:(�72�*2'� 

0$57,1�/87+(5�XVHG�WR�VD\�WKDW�ZH�DUH�DOO�EHJJDUV�EHIRUH�*RG��
7KLV�LV�H[DFWO\�ZKDW�-HVXV�WHDFKHV�XV�LQ�WKH�RSHQLQJ�VFHQH�RI�WKLV�SDU-
DEOH��/LNH�WKLV�VHUYDQW��\RX�DQG�,�KDYH�VLQ�GHEW�IRU�ZKLFK�ZH�KDYH�WR�
answer to God. It is an incalculable debt. Jesus says that this servant 
RZHG�WKH�NLQJ��������WDOHQWV��$�WDOHQW�UHIHUUHG�WR�D�ZHLJKW�LQ�FRLQV�
WKDW�ZDV�URXJKO\�WKH�HTXLYDOHQW�RI�������GHQDULL��$�FRPPRQ�ZRUNHU�
ZDV�SDLG�RQH�GHQDULXV�IRU�D�GD\¶V�ODERU��$QG�RQH�WDOHQW�ZDV�WKH�
HTXLYDOHQW�RI�������GHQDULL��-HVXV�VD\V�WKDW�WKLV�VHUYDQW�KDV�ZDVWHG�
�������WDOHQWV�RI�KLV�PDVWHU¶V�PRQH\��7KLV�ZRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ�PRUH�
WKDQ�WKH�5RPDQ�WD[HV�OHYLHG�DJDLQVW�3DOHVWLQH�DQG�WKH�VXUURXQGLQJ�
SURYLQFHV�FRPELQHG��&RPPHQWDWRUV�FDOFXODWH�WKDW�WKH�GHEW�EH�PXO-
WLSOH�PLOOLRQV��HYHQ�ELOOLRQV��RI�GROODUV�LQ�RXU�GD\��7KH�SRLQW�LV�WKDW�
ZH�GR�QRW�NQRZ��,W�ZDV�DQ�LQFDOFXODEOH�GHEW��$QG�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�LW�ZDV�
DQ�LQFDOFXODEOH�GHEW�PHDQV�WKDW�LW�ZDV�DQ�XQSD\DEOH�GHEW��7KHUH�ZDV�
DEVROXWHO\�QR�ZD\�WKLV�PDQ�FRXOG�HYHU�EHJLQ�WR�UHSD\�ZKDW�KH�RZHG�
WKH�NLQJ��7KLV�LV�WKH�ZD\�RXU�VLQ�LV�EHIRUH�*RG��:H�RZH�D�GHEW�WKDW�
ZH�FDQQRW�SD\��$QG�ZH�DUH�IRROLQJ�RXUVHOYHV�LI�ZH�WKLQN�WKDW�PRUH�
WLPH�RU�HIIRUW�ZLOO�DOORZ�XV�WR�SD\�WKLV�GHEW��1R�IXWXUH�REHGLHQFH�FDQ�
SD\�IRU�SDVW�WUDQVJUHVVHV��3VDOP�������ULJKWO\�DVNV��“If you, O Lord, 

should mark iniquities, O Lord, who could stand?”�,I�*RG�JDYH�XV�
ZKDW�ZH�GHVHUYHG��DOO�RI�XV�ZRXOG�EH�FRQGHPQHG��:H�RZH�D�GHEW�ZH�
cannot pay

%��*2'�+$6�)25*,9(1�<285�6,1�'(%7�7+528*+�-(686�
&+5,67��

7KH�FRPSDVVLRQ�WKLV�PDVWHU�KDG�IRU�KLV�VHUYDQW�LOOXVWUDWHV�WKH�IUHH��
IXOO��DQG�IDLWKIXO�IRUJLYHQHVV�RI�*RG��)LUVW�RI�DOO��WKH�IRUJLYHQHVV�RI�
*RG�LV�IUHH��7KH�PDVWHU�UHMHFWHG�WKH�VHUYDQW¶V�SOHD�IRU�PRUH�WLPH��$QG�
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KH�GLG�QRW�GHPDQG�IXOO�UHSD\PHQW��)RU�WKDW�PDWWHU��KH�GLG�
QRW�GHPDQG�D�SDUWLDO�UHSD\PHQW��+H�IUHHO\�IRUJDYH�KLP��7KDW�
LV�ZKDW�*RG�GRHV�IRU�XV�WKURXJK�WKH�EORRG�DQG�ULJKWHRXV-
QHVV�RI�&KULVW��+H�IUHHO\�IRUJLYHV��/LNHZLVH��WKH�IRUJLYHQHVV�
RI�*RG�LV�IXOO��9HUVH����VD\V�WKDW�WKH�PDVWHU�GLG�WZR�WKLQJV�
IRU�WKH�XQZRUWK\�VHUYDQW��+H�UHOHDVHG�KLP�DQG�IRUJDYH�WKH�
GHEW��7KLV�LV�D�SLFWXUH�RI�JUDFH�DQG�PHUF\��7KH�PDVWHU�ERWK�
KHOG�EDFN�WKH�SXQLVKPHQW�WKH�VHUYDQW�GHVHUYHG�DQG�JDYH�KLP�
IDYRU�WKDW�KH�GLG�QRW�GHVHUYH��,W�ZDV�IXOO�IRUJLYHQHVV��7KDW�
LV�ZKDW�*RG�GRHV�IRU�XV��7KLUGO\��WKH�IRUJLYHQHVV�RI�*RG�LV�
IDLWKIXO��'R�QRW�OHW�WKH�WUDJLF�HQGLQJ�RI�WKLV�VWRU\�WDLQW�\RXU�
YLHZ�RI�WKH�PDVWHU¶V�FRPSDVVLRQ��:KHQ�KH�GHFODUHG�WKH�VHU-
YDQW�IRUJLYHQ��LW�ZDV�D�IDLWKIXO�SURPLVH��$QG�\RX�FDQ�FRXQW�
RI�WKH�ZRUG�RI�*RG�WKDW�GHFODUHV�\RX�IRUJLYHQ��
  
1 John 1:9 says, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and 

just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all un-

righteousness.” *RG�LV�IDLWKIXO�DQG�MXVW�WR�IRUJLYH�XV�DQG�
FOHDQVH�XV�EHFDXVH�KH�VHQW�KLV�6RQ��-HVXV�&KULVW��ZKR�GLHG�
RQ�WKH�FURVV�WR�SD\�WKH�SHQDOW\�IRU�RXU�VLQV��-RKQ�������VD\V�
WKDW�MXVW�EHIRUH�-HVXV�GLHG�RQ�WKH�FURVV��KH�GHFODUHG��“It is 

¿QLVKHG�´�7KH�ZRUG�RI�IRUJLYHQHVV�LV�IDLWKIXO�EHFDXVH�RI�
WKH�EORRG�RI�-HVXV�&KULVW�WKDW�DWRQHV�IRU�RXU�VLQ��/HW�PH�
SDXVH�KHUH�WR�VD\�WKDW�LI�\RX�GR�QRW�WUXVW�-HVXV�&KULVW�DV�WKH�
)RUJLYHU�RI�\RXU�VLQV�DQG�WKH�OHDGHU�RI�\RXU�OLIH��\RX�ZLOO�
SUREDEO\�QRW�¿QG�WKLV�FDOO�WR�IRUJLYHQHVV�WR�EH�UHOHYDQW��
KHOSIXO��RU�HYHQ�ORJLFDO��+HUH¶V�ZK\��7KH�IRUJLYHQHVV�\RX�
KDYH�UHFHLYHG�IURP�*RG�LV�WKH�JURXQGV�XSRQ�ZKLFK�\RX�
H[WHQG�IRUJLYHQHVV�WR�RWKHUV��6R�LI�\RX�KDYH�QRW�UHFHLYHG�
WKH�IRUJLYHQHVV�RI�*RG�WKURXJK�IDLWK�LQ�WKH�EORRG\�FURVV�DQG�
HPSW\�WRPE�RI�-HVXV�&KULVW��WKDW¶V�WKH�¿UVW�VWHS�\RX�PXVW�
WDNH�WR�OLYH�LQ�WUXH�IUHHGRP��<RX�PXVW�FRQIHVV�ERWK�\RXU�
sin-debt to God and your inability to repay it. Then run to 
WKH�FURVV��/RRN�WR�-HVXV�LQ�IDLWK�IRU�VDOYDWLRQ��5RPDQV������
says, “For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God 

is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” This is the gospel 
LQ�RQH�YHUVH��+HUH¶V�WKH�EDG�QHZV��:H�DUH�VLQQHUV��$QG�WKHUH�
DUH�ZDJHV�WR�VLQ��$QG�WKH�ZDJHV�RI�VLQ�LV�GHDWK��+HUH¶V�WKH�
JRRG�QHZV��<RX�FDQ�KDYH�HWHUQDO�OLIH��<RX�GRQ¶W�KDYH�WR�HDUQ�

LW��LW¶V�WKH�IUHH�JLIW�RI�*RG��%XW�WKH�RQO\�ZD\�\RX�UHFHLYH�WKH�IUHH�JLIW�
RI�HWHUQDO�OLIH�LV�WKURXJK�&KULVW�-HVXV�RXU�/RUG��

  -(686�3$,'�,7�$//��$//�72�+,0�,�2:(��
� 6,1�+$'�/()7�$�&5,0621�67$,1��+(�:$6+('�,7�:+,7(�$6�612:�

)RU�WKRVH�RI�\RX�ZKR�KDYH�WUXVWHG�-HVXV�&KULVW�DV�6DYLRU�DQG�/RUG��,�
VWDQG�WR�VD\�WKDW�\RX�PXVW�IRUJLYH�RWKHUV�EHFDXVH�*RG�KDV�IRUJLYHQ�
\RX��7KLV�LV�ZKDW�LW�PHDQV�WR�EH�D�&KULVWLDQV��<RX�PXVW�IRUJLYH��
7KHUH�LV�QRWKLQJ�RSWLRQDO�DERXW�IRUJLYHQHVV��,W�LV�D�SDUW�RI�WKH�ORJLF�
RI�WKH�FURVV��2XU�GXW\�WR�IRUJLYH�LV�QRW�JURXQGHG�LQ�RXU�RZQ�QHHGV�RU�
VRFLHW\¶V�QHHGV��,W¶V�JURXQGHG�LQ�WKH�FURVV��:KDW�WKH�/RUG�GLG�VKRZV�
XV�ZKDW�ZH�PXVW�GR��7KH�FURVV�LV�ZKHUH�ZH�ERWK�UHFHLYH�IRUJLYH-
QHVV�DQG�ZKHUH�ZH�OHDUQ�WR�IRUJLYH��(SKHVLDQV������VD\V��“Be kind to 

one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ 

forgave you.” $QG�&RORVVLDQV������VD\V� “if one has a complaint 

against another, forgiving each other, as the Lord has forgiven you, 

so you also must forgive. You must forgive because God has forgiven 

you.” 

,,�� ,�0867�)25*,9(�27+(56�%(&$86(�12�2))(16(�,6�%(<21'�0<�
)25*,9(1(66��

:KDW�GRHV�LW�PHDQ�WR�IRUJLYH"�)5('(5,&.�%8(&+1(5�JLYHV�D�SUHWW\�JRRG�
GH¿QLWLRQ�LQ�KLV�ERRN�:LVKIXO�7KLQNLQJ��7R�IRUJLYH�VRPHRQH�LV�WR�VD\�RQH�
ZD\�RU�DQRWKHU��³<RX�KDYH�GRQH�VRPHWKLQJ�XQVSHDNDEOH��DQG�E\�DOO�ULJKWV�,�
VKRXOG�FDOO�LW�TXLWV�EHWZHHQ�XV��%RWK�P\�SULGH�DQG�P\�SULQFLSOHV�GHPDQG�QR�
OHVV��+RZHYHU��DOWKRXJK�,�PDNH�QR�JXDUDQWHHV�WKDW�,�ZLOO�EH�DEOH�WR�IRUJHW�ZKDW�
\RX¶YH�GRQH��DQG�WKRXJK�ZH�PD\�ERWK�FDUU\�WKH�VFDUV�IRU�OLIH��,�UHIXVH�WR�OHW�LW�
VWDQG�EHWZHHQ�XV��,�VWLOO�ZDQW�\RX�IRU�P\�IULHQG�´�,V�WKLV�NLQG�RI�IRUJLYHQHVV�
UHDOO\�SRVVLEOH"�<HV�LW�LV��$QG�WKH�VHFRQG�VFHQH�RI�WKLV�SDUDEOH�WHDFKHV�XV�WZR�
SUDFWLFDO�SULQFLSOHV�WKDW�PDNH�UHDO�IRUJLYHQHVV�SRVVLEOH��

$��7+(�:521*�<28�+$9(�68))(5('�)520�27+(56�,6�
6,*1,),&$17� 

1RW�ORQJ�DIWHU�WKLV�¿UVW�VHUYDQW�ZDV�FRPSOHWHO\�IRUJLYHQ�E\�WKH�NLQJ��
KH�IRXQG�D�IHOORZ�VHUYDQW�ZKR�RZHG�KLP�����GHQDULL��$�GHQDULXV�
ZDV�D�5RPDQ�FRLQ�WKDW�ZDV�WKH�HTXLYDOHQW�RI�RQH�GD\¶V�SD\�IRU�WKH�
FRPPRQ�ODERUHU��6R�����GHQDULL�ZRXOG�EH�PRUH�WKDQ�WKUHH�PRQWK¶V�
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ZDJHV�IRU�WKH�FRPPRQ�ZRUNHU��7KLQN�DERXW�WKDW��:KDW�
ZRXOG�\RX�GR�LI�\RX�KDYH�WR�SD\�D�GHEW�WRGD\�WKDW�ZDV�PRUH�
WKDQ�\RX�PDNH�LQ�WKUHH�PRQWKV"�0RVW�RI�XV�GR�QRW�KDYH�WKDW�
PXFK�PRQH\�VHW�DVLGH�DW�RXU�GLVSRVDO��$QG�LI�ZH�ZHUH�DEOH�
WR�SD\�WKDW�PXFK�RXWULJKW��WKHUH�ZRXOG�VWLOO�EH�WKH�GLOHPPD�
RI�PHHWLQJ�\RXU�GDLO\�H[SHQVHV�IRU�PRUH�WKRVH�WKUHH�PRQWKV��
7KLV�����GHQDULL�GHEW�ZDV�VLJQL¿FDQW��/LNHZLVH��WKH�ZURQJ�
\RX�KDYH�VXIIHUHG�IURP�RWKHUV�LV�VLJQL¿FDQW��:KLOH�DVVXULQJ�
KLV�EURWKHUV�RI�KLV�IRUJLYHQHVV��-RVHSK�VDLG�WR�WKHP��“As for 

you, you meant evil against me”��*HQHVLV���������+H�GLG�QRW�
GHQ\�RU�GLPLQLVK�WKHLU�HYLO��$QG�\RX�GRQ¶W�KDYH�WR��HLWKHU��7R�
WKH�FRQWUDU\��LI�\RX�DUH�JRLQJ�WR�EH�DEOH�WR�WUXO\�IRUJLYH��\RX�
PXVW�DFNQRZOHGJH�WKH�VLJQL¿FDQFH�RI�WKH�ZURQJ�\RX�KDYH�
VXIIHUHG��*�.��&+(67(5721�ZURWH��³)RUJLYHQHVV�PHDQV�
SDUGRQLQJ�WKH�XQSDUGRQDEOH�RU�LW�LV�QRW�IRUJLYHQHVV�DW�DOO�´�
/HW¶V�EH�FOHDU��7KLV�VHUYDQW�KDG�D�ULJKW�WR�ZDQW�KLV�PRQH\�
EDFN��%XW�LW�ZDV�D�ULJKW�KH�VKRXOG�KDYH�QHYHU�LQVLVWHG�XSRQ��
$QG�QHLWKHU�VKRXOG�\RX��

%��7+(�:521*�<28�+$9(�68))(5('�)520�27+-
(56�,6�,16,*1,),&$17�,1�&203$5,621�72�7+(�
'(%7�<28�+$9(�%((1�)25*,9(1� 

7KH�XQPHUFLIXO�VHUYDQW�ZDV�RZHG�D�VL]DEOH�GHEW�RI�����
GHQDULL��%XW�WKH�����GHQDULL�KLV�IHOORZ�VHUYDQW�RZHG�KLP�
ZDV�QRWKLQJ�LQ�FRPSDULVRQ�WR�WKH��������WDOHQWV�KH�KDG�
RZHG�KLV�PDVWHU��2Q�RQH�KDQG������GHQDULL�ZRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ�
RI�QR�UHDO�KHOS�LQ�UHSD\LQJ�WKH�GHEW�KH�RZHG�WR�WKH�NLQJ��2Q�
WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��KH�GLGQ¶W�RZH�WKH�NLQJ�DQ\WKLQJ��+LV�GHEW�
KDG�EHHQ�FRPSOHWHO\�IRUJLYHQ��$QG�LQ�OLJKW�RI�WKH�GHEW�RI�
�������WDOHQWV�KH�KDG�MXVW�EHHQ�IRUJLYHQ��WKLV�XQPHUFLIXO�
VHUYDQW�VKRXOG�KDYH�KDG�DEVROXWHO\�QR�SUREOHP�IRUJLYHQ�WKH�
GHEW�RI�����GHQDULL�KLV�IHOORZ�VHUYDQW�RZHG�KLP��'R�\RX�JHW�
WKH�SRLQW"�7KH�VLQV�WKDW�RWKHUV�KDYH�FRPPLWWHG�DJDLQVW�\RX�
DUH�PLQXWH�FRPSDUHG�ZLWK�WKH�VLQV�WKDW�\RX�KDYH�FRPPLWWHG�
DJDLQVW�*RG��,Q�OLJKW�RI�ZKDW�*RG�KDV�GRQH�IRU�\RX�WKURXJK�
WKH�EORRG\�FURVV�DQG�HPSW\�WRPE�RI�-HVXV�&KULVW��\RX�RXJKW�
WR�UHVROYH�WRGD\�WR�FRPSOHWHO\�IRUJLYH�WKRVH�ZKR�KDYH�
wronged you in any way. 

$�WUDYHOHU�WKURXJK�%XUPD�IRUGHG�D�ULYHU��:KHQ�KH�HPHUJHG�RQ�WKH�
RWKHU�VLGH��KH�IRXQG�KLV�ERG\�FRYHUHG�ZLWK�VPDOO�EORRG�VXFNLQJ�
OHDFKHV��+LV�¿UVW�LPSXOVH�ZDV�WR�SXOO�WKHP�RII��EXW�KLV�JXLGH�ZDUQHG�
DJDLQVW�LW��H[SODLQLQJ�WKDW�WR�GR�VR�ZRXOG�OHDYH�SDUW�RI�WKH�OHHFKHV�
EXULHG�LQ�WKH�VNLQ�DQG�FDXVH�VHULRXV�LQIHFWLRQ��,QVWHDG��WKH�QDWLYH�SUH-
SDUHG�D�ZDUP�EDWK�IRU�WKH�PDQ�DQG�DGGHG�FHUWDLQ�KHUEV�WKDW�FDXVHG�
WKH�OHHFKHV�WR�YROXQWDULO\�GURS�RII��8QIRUJLYHQ�LQMXULHV�DUH�OLNH�
OHHFKHV�WKDW�GUDLQ�XV�RI�VSLULWXDO�OLIH��<HW�WKH�PHUH�KXPDQ�GHWHUPL-
QDWLRQ�WR�FDVW�WKHP�RII�RIWHQ�OHDYHV�HPRWLRQDO�SRLVRQV�LQ�RXU�VRXOV��
2QO\�EDWKLQJ�RXUVHOYHV�LQ�*RG¶V�PHUF\�DQG�ORYH�±�FRQVWDQWO\�UHPLQG-
LQJ�RXUVHOYHV�RI�KRZ�PXFK�ZH�KDYH�EHHQ�IRUJLYHQ�±�ZLOO�HPSRZHU�XV�
WR�IRUJLYH�WKRVH�ZKR�VLQ�DJDLQVW�XV��

,,,�� ,�0867�)25*,9(�27+(56�%(&$86(�81)25*,9(1(66�,6�722�
&267/<��

,Q�7KH�)UHHGRP�DQG�3RZHU�RI�)RUJLYHQHVV��-2+1�0$&$57+85�ZULWHV��
³3HRSOH�ZKR�FRPH�IRU�FRXQVHOLQJ�JHQHUDOO\�¿W�LQWR�RQH�RU�ERWK�RI�WZR�FDW-
HJRULHV��7KHUH�DUH�VRPH�ZKR�QHHG�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�KRZ�*RG¶V�IRUJLYHQHVV�LV�
H[WHQGHG�WR�VLQQHUV��DQG�WKHUH�DUH�RWKHUV�ZKR�QHHG�WR�OHDUQ�WR�EH�IRUJLYLQJ��,Q�
RWKHU�ZRUGV��VRPH�SHRSOH�DUH�VWUXJJOLQJ�ZLWK�WKHLU�RZQ�JXLOW��RWKHUV�KDYH�D�
VLQIXO�SURSHQVLW\�WR�EODPH�RWKHUV�DQG�ZLWKKROG�IRUJLYHQHVV�IRU�ZURQJV�GRQH��
�$QG�PDQ\�SHRSOH�VWUXJJOH�ZLWK�ERWK�JXLOW�DQG�EODPH��´�$UH�\RX�VWUXJJOLQJ�
ZLWK�JXLOW�LQ�\RXU�OLIH�WKDW�QHHGV�WR�UHFHLYH�IRUJLYHQHVV"�$UH�\RX�VWUXJJOLQJ�
ZLWK�ELWWHUQHVV�LQ�\RXU�OLIH�WKDW�QHHGV�WR�H[WHQG�IRUJLYHQHVV"�$UH�\RX�VWUXJ-
JOLQJ�ZLWK�ERWK�JXLOW�DQG�ELWWHUQHVV"�/HW�PH�SOHDG�ZLWK�\RX�WR�HPEUDFH�WKH�
ZLVGRP�RI�-HVXV�DQG�DGGUHVV�WKHVH�WKLQJV�EHIRUH�*RG�WRGD\��EHFDXVH�XQIRU-
JLYHQHVV�LV�WRR�FRVWO\��7KH�FORVLQJ�VFHQH�DQG�¿QDO�DSSOLFDWLRQ�RI�WKLV�SDUDEOH�
JLYHV�XV�WZR�UHDVRQV�ZK\�XQIRUJLYHQHVV�DOZD\V�FRVWV�WRR�PXFK��

$��81)25*,9(1(66�,6�:,&.('�

9HUVH����VD\V��“When his fellow servants saw what had taken place, 

they were greatly distresses, and they went and reported to their mas-

ter all that had taken place.”�7KH�SURSHU�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�RI�SDUDEOHV�
KDSSHQV�E\�¿QGLQJ�WKH�PDLQ�SRLQW�RI�LW��QRW�E\�DWWDFKLQJ�PHDQLQJ�WR�
HYHU\�GHWDLO��<HW�WKHUH�LV�D�OHVVRQ�KHUH�LQ�WKH�UHVSRQVH�RI�WKH�VHUYDQWV�
ZKR�ZLWQHVVHG�WKH�XQPHUFLIXO�VHUYDQW¶V�DFWLRQV�WRZDUG�KLV�IHOORZ�
VHUYDQW��,�JUDQW�\RX�WKDW�-HVXV�SODFHG�WKHP�LQ�WKH�VWRU\�VLPSO\�WR�WHOO�
XV�KRZ�WKH�NLQJ�IRXQG�RXW�DERXW�WKH�XQPHUFLIXO�VHUYDQW¶V�DFWLRQV��%XW�
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WKH�IDFW�WKDW�-HVXV�WHOOV�XV�WKDW�WKH\�ZHUH�JUHDWO\�GLVWUHVVHG�
E\�WKLV�LQFLGHQW�LV�SRZHUIXO��,W�VXJJHVWV�WKDW�IRUJLYHQHVV�LV�
QRW�MXVW�D�SULYDWH�RU�SHUVRQDO�LVVXH�EHWZHHQ�WKH�WZR�SHRSOH�
ZKR�DUH�LQ�FRQÀLFW��,W¶V�D�FRUSRUDWH�LVVXH��-XVW�DV�WKHVH�VHU-
YDQWV�UHSRUWHG�WKH�PDWWHU�WR�WKH�NLQJ��,�H[KRUW�XV�DV�D�FKXUFK�
WR�SUD\�WR�*RG�WKDW�ZH�ZRXOG�EH�D�FRQJUHJDWLRQ�RI�EHOLHYHUV�
WKDW�LV�UHDG\�WR�IRUJLYH�DQG�HDJHU�IRU�UHFRQFLOLDWLRQ��

+RZ�GLG�WKH�NLQJ�UHVSRQG�ZKHQ�KH�JRW�WKH�QHZV"�9HUVH����
33 says, “Then his master summoned him and said to him, 

‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you 

pleaded with me.” 7KH�PDVWHU�FDOOHG�WKLV�VHUYDQW�ZLFNHG�
EHFDXVH�KH�TXLFNO\��HDVLO\��DQG�FRQYHQLHQWO\�IRUJRW�WKH�JUDFH�
DQG�PHUF\�WKDW�KH�KDG�UHFHLYHG�IURP�WKH�NLQJ��6R�OHW�PH�
ZDUQ�\RX��7R�IRUJHW�WKH�JUDFH�DQG�PHUF\�RI�*RG�WKDW�KDV�
IRUJLYHQ�\RX�PD\�EH�HYLGHQFH�RI�D�ZLFNHG�KHDUW�WKDW�KDG�
QRW�DFWXDOO\�EHHQ�ERUQ�DJDLQ��,V�WKDW�\RX"�+DYH�\RX�IRUJRW-
WHQ�WKH�JUDFH�DQG�PHUF\�RI�*RG�WKDW�KDV�IRUJLYHQ�\RX"�$UH�
\RX�WUXO\�JUDWHIXO�WR�*RG�IRU�WKH�FURVV�RI�-HVXV�WKDW�KDV�SDLG�
\RXU�VLQ�GHEW"�%HIRUH�\RX�DQVZHU��OHW�PH�IXUWKHU�ZDUQ�\RX�
WKDW�WKH�SURRI�RI�ZKHWKHU�RU�QRW�\RX�KDYH�WUXO\�UHFHLYHG�WKH�
IRUJLYHQHVV�RI�*RG�LV�IRXQG�LQ�KRZ�\RX�UHVSRQG�ZKHQ�LW�LV�
WLPH�IRU�\RX�WR�IRUJLYH�VRPHRQH�HOVH��,Q�YHUVH�����WKH�PDVWHU�
DVNV�WKH�VHUYDQW��“And should you not have had mercy on 

your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?” This is what 
*RG�LV�DVNLQJ�\RX�WRGD\"�7KH�XQPHUFLIXO�VHUYDQW�GH¿QLWHO\�
KDG�WKH�OHJDO�ULJKW�WR�GHPDQG�MXVWLFH��%XW�LQ�OLJKW�RI�WKH�
JUHDW�GHEW�KH�KDG�EHHQ�FRPSOHWHO\�IRUJLYHQ��KH�GLG�QRW�KDYH�
WKH�PRUDO�ULJKW�WR�GHPDQG�MXVWLFH��1HLWKHU�GR�\RX��7KLV�LV�
ZK\�XQIRUJLYHQHVV�LV�VR�ZLFNHG�LQ�WKH�H\HV�RI�*RG��

$IWHU�WKH�&LYLO�:DU��*(1(5$/�52%(57�(��/((�PHW�D�
ZRPDQ�LQ�9LUJLQLD�ZKR�DQJULO\�VKRZHG�KLP�D�WUHH�RQ�KHU�
RQ�KHU�SURSHUW\�WKDW�KDG�EHHQ�GDPDJHG�E\�<DQNHH�DUWLOOHU\��
/HH¶V�DGYLFH�ZDV�VWUDLJKWIRUZDUG��³&XW�LW�GRZQ��GHDU�ODG\��
DQG�IRUJHW�LW�´�/HW�PH�JLYH�\RX�WKH�VDPH�DGYLFH��7KHUH�DUH�
VRPH�WUHHV�LQ�\RXU�OLIH�WKDW�UHPLQG�\RX�RI�WKH�ZURQJ�\RX�
KDYH�VXIIHUHG�EHFDXVH�RI�ZKDW�RWKHUV�KDYH�GRQH�WR�\RX��,Q�
WKH�QDPH�RI�WKH�RQH�ZKR�GLHG�RQ�D�WUHH�EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�WKLQJV�

\RX�KDYH�GRQH�ZURQJ��,�H[KRUW�\RX�WR�FXW�GRZQ�WKRVH�WUHHV��7R�NHHS�
ZDWHULQJ�WKH�WUHH�RI�ELWWHUQHVV�UHYHDOV�D�ZLFNHG�KHDUW�WKDW�GRHV�QRW�
NQRZ�ZKDW�LW�PHDQV�WR�KDYH�WKH�EORRG�RI�-HVXV�FRYHU�\RXU�VLQV�EHIRUH�
God. 

%��81)25*,9(1(66�,6�725785(� 

9HUVH����VD\V��“And in anger his master delivered him to the jailors, 

until he should pay all his debts.” $V�WKH�PHDQLQJ�RI�D�SDUDEOH�LV�
IRXQG�LQ�LWV�PDLQ�SRLQW��LW�LV�LPSURSHU�WR�GUDZ�WKHRORJLFDO�FRQFOX-
VLRQV�IURP�WKH�HYHU\�GHWDLO��6R�ZH�VKRXOG�QRW�UHDG�WKLV�PDVWHU¶V�
UHYRNHG�IRUJLYHQHVV�WR�WHDFK�WKDW�\RX�FDQ�ORVH�\RXU�VDOYDWLRQ�RU�WKDW�
there is any such thing as purgatory. But, again, there is a lesson 
KHUH��7KH�IDFW�WKDW�WKH�NLQJ�KDG�WKLV�XQPHUFLIXO�VHUYDQW�LPSULVRQHG�
DQG�WRUWXUHG�WHDFKHV�XV�WKDW�XQIRUJLYHQHVV�LV�WRUWXUH��:$55(1�
:,(56%(�FRPPHQWV�KHUH��7KH�ZRUOG¶V�ZRUVW�SULVRQ�LV�WKH�SULVRQ�
RI�DQ�XQIRUJLYLQJ�KHDUW��,I�ZH�UHIXVH�WR�IRUJLYH�RWKHUV��WKHQ�ZH�DUH�
RQO\�LPSULVRQLQJ�RXUVHOYHV�DQG�FDXVLQJ�RXU�RZQ�WRUPHQW��+H¶V�ULJKW��
8QIRUJLYHQHVV�LV�WRUWXUH��

8VXDOO\��WKH�SDUDEOHV�RI�-HVXV�VWDQG�RQ�WKHLU�RZQ��OHDYLQJ�WKH�KHDUHU�
WR�GUDZ�WKHLU�RZQ�FRQFOXVLRQ�DERXW�WKH�PHDQLQJ��%XW�-HVXV�GRHV�QRW�
GR�WKDW�KHUH��5HPHPEHU�WKDW�WKLV�SDUDEOH�LV�D�SDUW�RI�-HVXV¶�DQVZHU�
WR�3HWHU¶V�TXHVWLRQ�DERXW�WKH�H[WHQW�RI�IRUJLYHQHVV��$QG�-HVXV�GLGQ¶W�
ZDQW�3HWHU��RU�\RX��WR�PLVV�WKH�SRLQW��6R�-HVXV�JDYH�WKH�¿QDO�DSSOLFD-
WLRQ�RI�WKLV�SDUDEOH�RI�WKH�XQPHUFLIXO�VHUYDQW��9HUVH����VD\V��“So also 

my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive 

your brother from the heart.” 7KH�ZRUGV�³HYHU\�RQH�RI�\RX´�WHOO�XV�
WKDW�WKLV�SDUDEOH�GRHV�QRW�DSSO\�WR�3HWHU�DORQH��,W�DSSOLHV�WR�HYHU\�
GLVFLSOH�RI�-HVXV�±�ERWK�WKHQ�DQG�QRZ��0DUN�LW�GRZQ��*RG¶V�PHUF\�
WRZDUG�\RX�WXUQV�LQWR�DQJHU�ZKHQ�\RXU�KHDUW�UHIXVHV�WR�IRUJLYH��7KLV�
GRHV�QRW�PHDQ�WKDW�XQIRUJLYLQJ�SHRSOH�FDQQRW�EH�VDYHG�RU�FDQ�ORVH�
WKHLU�VDOYDWLRQ��6DOYDWLRQ�LV�E\�JUDFH�WKURXJK�IDLWK�LQ�&KULVW�±�SOXV�
RU�PLQXV�QRWKLQJ��%XW�WKLV�SDUDEOH�VWLOO�VRXQGV�D�ORXG�DODUP�WKDW�\RX�
QHHG�WR�KHDU��7KH�ZDUQLQJ�LW�WZRIROG������$Q�XQIRUJLYLQJ�KHDUW�PD\�
EH�D�VLJQ�WKDW�\RX�DUH�ZDONLQJ�LQ�D�IDOVH�SUHVXPSWLRQ�RI�VDOYDWLRQ��RU�
����DQ�XQIRUJLYLQJ�KHDUW�PD\�EH�D�VLJQ�WKDW�\RX�DUH�D�VDYHG�SHUVRQ�
ZKR�KDV�VWUD\HG�DZD\�IURP�WKH�KHDUW�RI�*RG��(LWKHU�ZD\��WKH�SRLQW�LV�
WKH�VDPH��<RX�DUH�QRW�UHDOO\�IUHH�XQWLO�\RX�IRUJLYH��S
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,Q�0DWWKHZ�������-HVXV�WHDFKHV�XV�WR�SUD\� “and forgive 

us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.” This 
SHWLWLRQ�RI�WKH�0RGHO�3UD\HU�LV�XQLTXH�LQ�WKDW�LW�LV�WKH�RQO\�
RQH�-HVXV�JLYHV�FRPPHQWDU\�RQ��0DWWKHZ���������VD\V��
“For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly 

Father will also forgive you, but if you do not forgive others 

their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your tres-

passes.”�'LG�\RX�JHW�WKDW"�7KH�IRUJLYHQHVV�\RX�UHFHLYH�LV�
GLUHFWO\�FRQQHFWHG�WR�WKH�IRUJLYHQHVV�\RX�H[WHQG��:KDW�GRHV�
WKLV�PHDQ"�/HW�PH�DQVZHU�E\�TXRWLQJ�DJDLQ�IURP�)5('(5-
,&.�%8(&+1(5¶6�:LVKIXO�7KLQNLQJ�DJDLQ��-HVXV�LV�QRW�
VD\LQJ�WKDW�*RG¶V�IRUJLYHQHVV�LV�FRQGLWLRQDO�XSRQ�RXU�IRUJLY-
LQJ�RWKHUV��,Q�WKH�¿UVW�SODFH��IRUJLYHQHVV�WKDW¶V�FRQGLWLRQDO�
LVQ¶W�UHDOO\�IRUJLYHQHVV�DW�DOO��MXVW�)DLU�:DUQLQJ��DQG�LQ�WKH�
VHFRQG�SODFH��RXU�XQIRUJLYHQHVV�LV�DPRQJ�WKRVH�WKLQJV�DERXW�
XV�ZKLFK�ZH�QHHG�WR�KDYH�*RG�IRUJLYH�WKH�PRVW��:KDW�-HVXV�
DSSDUHQWO\�LV�VD\LQJ�LV�WKDW�WKH�SULGH�ZKLFK�NHHSV�XV�IURP�
IRUJLYLQJ�LV�WKH�VDPH�SULGH�ZKLFK�NHHSV�XV�IURP�DFFHSWLQJ�
IRUJLYHQHVV��DQG�ZLOO�*RG�SOHDVH�KHOS�XV�GR�VRPHWKLQJ�DERXW�
LW��'LG�\RX�JHW�WKDW"�7KH�SULGH�WKDW�NHHSV�\RX�IURP�H[WHQG-
LQJ�IRUJLYHQHVV�LV�WKH�VDPH�SULGH�WKDW�ZLOO�NHHS�\RX�IURP�UH-
FHLYLQJ�IRUJLYHQHVV�±�DQG�WKXV�VHQG�\RX�WR�KHOO��HYHQ�WKRXJK�
VDOYDWLRQ�LV�DYDLODEOH�WR�\RX�WKURXJK�WKH�EORRG�RI�-HVXV��,I�
\RX�LQVLVW�RQ�WUHDWLQJ�RWKHUV�ZLWK�DEVROXWH�MXVWLFH��*RG�ZLOO�
WUHDW�\RX�WKH�VDPH�ZD\��%XW�LI�\RX�VKRZ�PHUF\�WRZDUG�RWK-
HUV��*RG�ZLOO�VKRZ�PHUF\�WRZDUG�\RX��6R�LI�\RX�DUH�JRLQJ�WR�
WUXO\�EH�IUHH��\RX�PXVW�IRUJLYH��

7KHUH�LV�D�OHJHQG�WKDW�/(21$5'2�'$�9,1&,�KDG�D�YLROHQW�
TXDUUHO�ZLWK�D�IHOORZ�D�IHOORZ�SDLQWHU�QRW�ORQJ�EHIRUH�KH�
FRPPHQGHG�ZRUN�RQ�KLV�IDPRXV�³/DVW�6XSSHU´�SDLQWLQJ��
+H�ZDV�VR�HQUDJHG�DQG�ELWWHU�WKDW�KH�GHWHUPLQHG�WR�SDLQW�WKH�
IDFH�RI�WKLV�DUWLVW�DV�WKH�IDFH�RI�-XGDV��WDNLQJ�KLV�UHYHQJH�DQG�
OHDYLQJ�KLV�HQHP\�WR�EH�VFRUQHG�LQ�LQIDP\��7KH�IDFH�RI�-XGDV�
ZDV�RQH�RI�WKH�¿UVW�WKDW�KH�¿QLVKHG��$QG�HYHU\RQH�FRXOG�
HDVLO\�UHFRJQL]H�LW�DV�WKH�IDFH�RI�WKH�SDLQWHU�ZLWK�ZKRP�KH�
KDG�TXDUUHOHG��%XW�ZKHQ�KH�FDPH�WR�SDLQW�WKH�IDFH�RI�&KULVW��
KH�FRXOG�PDNH�QR�SURJUHVV��6RPHWKLQJ�VHHPHG�WR�EDIÀH�
KLP��KROGLQJ�KLP�EDFN��DQG�IUXVWUDWLQJ�KLV�EHVW�HIIRUWV��+H�

¿QDOO\�FDPH�WR�WKH�FRQFOXVLRQ�WKDW�WKH�SUREOHP�ZDV�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�KH�
KDG�SDLQWHG�KLV�HQHP\�DV�WKH�IDFH�RI�-XGDV��6R�KH�FOHDUHG�RXW�WKH�IDFH�
RI�-XGDV�DQG�FRPPHQFHG�DJDLQ�RQ�WKH�IDFH�RI�-HVXV��ZLWK�WKH�VXFFHVV�
WKH�DJHV�KDG�DFFODLPHG��/LNHZLVH��\RX�FDQQRW�SDLQW�WKH�IHDWXUHV�RI�
&KULVW�LQWR�\RXU�OLIH�ZKLOH�SDLQWLQJ�DQRWKHU�IDFH�ZLWK�WKH�FRORUV�RI�
UHVHQWPHQW��ELWWHUQHVV��DQG�XQIRUJLYHQHVV��

   


